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THE LEECH & A NEATHER PROPHET 

According t o  a quain t  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  a leech kept i n  a b o t t l e  p a r t l y  f i l l e d  with 

water ind ica t e s  coming weather by h i s  movements and a t t i t u d e s ,  Unfortunately 

"au tho r i t i e s "  d i f f e r  as t o  what t hese  curious th ings  s ignify.  

rules on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  said t o  be of Spanish or ig in :  

Here is  one s e t  Of 

1. I f  the  leech t ake  up R pos i t ion  i n  t h e  b o t t l e ' s  neck, r a i n  is at hand. 

2. If he form a half-moon, when he i s  out of the  water and s t i c k i n g  t o  the  

g l a s s ,  su re  s i g n  of a tempest. 

3. I f  he is i n  cont inual  movement, thunder and l i gh tn ing  soon.' 

4- I f  he seem as i f  t ry ing  t o  r a i s e  himself f rom the  surface of t h e w a t e r ,  a 

change i n  the  weather. 

5. If  he move slowly c l o s e  t o  one spot ,  cold weather. 

6- 

7. 

I f  he move r a p i d l y  about, expect s t rong  wind when he stops.  

I f  he l i e  co i l ed  up on the bottom, f ino ,  clear weather. 

8. I f ,  while on the bottom, he inrm a hook, c lear  and cold weather. 

9. I f  near  t he  su r face  i n  a f ixed pos i t i on ,  very cold weather is c e r t a i n  t o  

follow. 

Diagrams i l l u s t r a t i n g  these  nine r u l e s  w i l l  be found i n  t h a t  copious repos i tory  

of f o l k  meteorology, Inwards * "Weather Lore" (3d ed i t ion ,  London, 1898). 
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