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I n  t h e  y e a  1730 a young S c o t t i s h  phys ic ian ,  D r .  John Lining,  s e t t l e d  i n  

Charleston ( then  c a l l e d  Charlestown), i n  t h e  colony of South Carol ina,  where he 

Prac t iced  medicine f o r  30 years .  

ificluiries i n  many f i e l d s ,  and among them was meteorology. He was e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r -  

w f e d  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of weather t o  epidemic d i s e a s e s ,  and he w a s  thus  l e d  t o  main- 

Throughout h i s  l i f e  Lining pursued s c i e n t i f i c  

t a i n  r e g u l a r  meteorological  observa t ions ,  beginning i n  the  year  1738 - t h e  f irst  , 

s e r i e s  o f  such observa t ions  made with  instruments  i n  America. The p r i n c i p a l  r e s u l t s  

of h i s  observat ions have f r e q u e n t l y  been published. 

The weather instruments  used by t h i s  e a r l y  observer  included a barometer, a 

Fahrenheit  thermometer, ano the r  thermometer which he desc r ibes  as "Hawksbee's" a 

rain-gauge of unknown p a t t e r n ,  and a hygroscope. 

t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Royal s c o c i t y :  

Of tho last  he says i n  a l a t t e r  

'Yl3-10 hygroscope i s  a whipcord prepared a f t e r  ' 

, I' 

6 W e  manner as t h a t  of t h e  s o c i e t i e s  in Edinburgh; t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between i t s  

g r e a t e s t  and least  length. . , I  found Lo be 5 inches ,  f o r  which I made an index 5 

inches  long and d iv ided  it i n t o  100/parts." Tho instruments were i n s t a l l e d  outsi.de a 
equal  

nor theas t  window i n  a sc reen  o r  she l te r ,which  pro tec ted  them from the sun. 

I n  May, 1753, Lining performed t h e  exporiment of drawing e l e c t r i c i t y  from tho 

clouds by moans of  a k i t e ,  fol lowing t h e  example s e t  by Bsnjamin Frankl in  a Year 

before.  
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