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FORESTS AND CLIbUTE 

That f o r e s t s  e x e r t  far--renchir+g e f f e c t s  upon c l imate  and t h a t  d e f o r e s t a t i o n  

br ings  about s t r i k i n g  c l i m a t i c  chanses a r e  twin theses  t h a t  have had  a hoct  of  

chmpionc,  i n  and out of the  s c i e n t i f i c  world,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  r eck le s s  f e l l -  

ing  of f o r e s t s  began i n  France i n  t h e  days of  t he  French I1evolutio:i. 

extreme views t h a t  have been expressed on t h i s  sub jec t  i s  the  not ion  t h a t  the  

c l e a r i n g  of f o r e s t s  i n  America has upse t  the  c l imate  o f  Europe, owing t o  t h e  f z c t  

t h a t  s torms from t h e  west headed f o r  t h e  Old World now ge t  a b e t t e r  s tar t  t h m  

they  formerly d i d  because they  a r e  no longer  impeded by f o r e s t s  i n  sweeping over 

Our country.  This i dea ,  l i k e  many o the l sak in  t o  i t ,  ignores  t h e  g rea t  depth of 

t h e  a i r  c u r r e n t s  involved i n  storms as compared with t h e  he ight  of  E f o r e s t ,  anC 

Among tha 

e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  enormous energy of storms and o t h e r  l a r g e  atmospheric movements i n  

cornparifion wi th  any in f luence  2 f o r e s t  might be cxpcctod t o  have upon them by 

v i r t u e  of i t s  condi t ions  of temperature and moisture.  

S ince  t h e  g r e a t  cont roversy  over f o r e s t  in f luences  began meteorological  sta- 

t ions have m u l t i p l i e d  throughout t h e  world,  tud  in many places s t a t i o n s  have becn 

e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  s p e c i a l  ptlrpose of comparing condi t ions  i n  tha f o r e s t  with 

p r e v z i l i n g  elsewhere. Thus t h e  specula t ions  of former times have bee11 r e -  

P lac td  by a good d e a l  of  d e f i n i t e  information;  ye t  t h a  ques t ion  of t h e  Climatic  

2 f f z C t ;  ol’ f o res t6  remains,  t o  Gome exten-l, un open one, u r i l h  t h e  tendency R t  ?re- 

s e n t  t o  r e g a r d  the52 e f f e c t s  as n o t  very  d i f f e r e n t  from tllose due t o  o the r  kinds o f  
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