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THE I'EURYDICE" SQUALL 

Today i s  t h e  f i f t i e t h  anniversary  of a memorable storm. On t he  a f te rnoon of 

March 24, 1878, t h e  B r i t i s h  f r i g a t e  "Elurydice", homeward bound from t h e  West Ind ie s ,  

was o f f  Ventnar, i n  t h e  Isle of wight ,  running w i t h  a l l  sails s e t  be fo re  a moderate 

wes ter ly  wind. Suddenly,without t h e  s l i g h t e s t  warning, she was s t r u c k  by a fu r ious  

s q u a l l  from t h e  northwest. 

poured i n t o  h e r  opon P o r t s ,  and she s p e e d i l y  went down wi th  al l  hands. 

l a s t e d  but  a few minutes. 

Before sa i l  could be shortened she  heeled over ,  water  

The s q u a l l  

It was accompanied by snow, bu t  was preceded and followed 

by c l e a r  sk ies .  

While t h i s  event ,  viewed merely as a d i s a s t e r ,  was not of great importance 

i n  nava l  annals, t h e  'IEurydice" S q u a l l  i s  a landmark i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of meteorology. 

Reports c o l l e c t e d  from various p laces  showed t h a t  t h e  storm was not  an i s o l a t e d  

d is turbance ,  bu t  t h a t  it had swept over  tho B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  moving broadside on, t h e  

l i n e  being about 400 miles  i n  l eng th  and only two o r  t h ree  miles  i n  breadth.  

Meteorologis ts  who i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  storm descr ibed  it as a " l i n e  of squa l l s " ,  an 

expression t h a t  was soon afterward shor ted  t o  " l ine-squal l " .  

of s q u a l l s ,  undertaken at t h e  t ime,  has boon i n  progress  ever  s ince .  

The s c i e n t i f i c  s tudy  
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