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"TOO COLD TO SNOW" 

The idea  t h a t  t h e  weather can be "too cold t o  6now'' is a fal lacy.  The f a c t s  

are  these: ! 

Most of our more o r  less heavy snows come with southerly t o  e a s t e r l y  winds, 

vJhich, a6 a r u l e ,  are r e l a t i v e l y  mild. They occur chief ly  at the  Qront of a cy- 

clonic disturbance, o r  storm area,  advancing from west t o  east, Here the air is 

r i s i n g  and cooling by expansion; hence conditions are favorable f o r  r a i n  or  snow. 

In t h e  eastern United S t a t e s  these southerly and eas te r ly  winds blow from the 

ocean and are heavily laden with moisture so  t h a t  they  are a11 the more l i k e l y  t o  

give abundant prec ip i ta t ion  at the f r o n t  of t h o  storin. 

A s  the storm passes tho wind generally s h i f t s  t o  the  northwest (or thereabouts). 

It is cold because it comes from a cold region. Par t ly  because it blows in to  a 

warmerregion and p a r t l y  because it has Q c e r t a i n  downward movement and is thus 

uJarmed by compression, this northwesterly wind tends t o  evaporate moisture ra ther  

than t o  condense it. 

of  the  r e a r  of winter storms. 

Thus clearing s k i e s  and absence of snow are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

Even in the  hear t  of the polar regions i n  midwiQter snow may f a l l ,  though it 

is always very l igh t .  

most or a l l  of the  snow t h a t  f ills the  a i r  l a  blown up ,from t h o  ground. 

I n  the t e r r i f i c  bl izzards  f o r  which the Antarctic is famous 
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