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THE COLOR OF LIG€lI"ING 

The c o l o r  of l i g h t n i n g  has been t h e  subjec t  of sys temat ic  observa t ions  i n  some 

P a r t s  of t h e  world,  no tab ly  i n  England; where some r a t h e r  e l abora to  s t a t i s t i c s  have 

been published as t o  t h e  r e l a t i v e  frequency of d i f f e r e n t  colore as apparent ly  re- 

l a t e d  to the  kind of l i g h t n i n g  (sheet  o r  s t r e a k ) ,  t h o  height  of t h e  clouds,  e tc .  

Lightning has been repor ted  of all colors - blue, golden, red ,  green, e t C *  Spectra- 

Scopic evidence, however, i nd ica t e s  t h a t  most l i g h t n i n g  f l a s h e s  a r e  eL*-her approxi- 

mately white o r  rose-colored. White l i g h t n i n g  i s  seen  when t h e  d ischarge  Passes 

through aSr conta in ing  l i t t l e  o r  no r a i n ,  and i ts  c o l o r  i s  due t o  t h e  l i g h t  given 

Out by oxygen and n i t rogen ,  t he  two ch2ef gases of t h e  atmosphere. When l i g h t n i n g  

passes through rain it o f t e n  has a r edd i sh  t i n g e ,  oaing t o  the  l i g h t  produced by 

hydrogen, one of the  olenients of water. 

When l i g h t n i n g  is m e n  a t  n g r o a t  distance it may look yollow because the  

v i o l e t  and blue por t ions  of t h e  l i g h t  do not  pass through a g r e a t  ex ten t  of atmos- 

phere so r e a d i l y  as do tho yellow and red.' 
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