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WAR AND WEATHER 

We s t i l l  hea r  ochoes from time t o  t ime of t h e  i d e a  so preva len t  during t h e  

World W a r  t h a t  t he  enormou6 q u a n t i t i e s  o f  explosives  s e t  off  at t h a t  time must have 

had a pe rcep t ib l e  e f f e c t  upon atmospheric condi t ions.  

D r .  W. J. Humphrey8 are per t inen t :  

"It i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  amount o f  explosives  used i n  t h e  war far exceeded that o f  

The fol lowing remarks by 

any o t h e r ,  b u t  even 80 no approc iab le  e f f e c t  could have been produced i n  t h i s  way 

on the  c l ima te  o f  t he  world. All weather f a c t o r s  - temperature,  p r e c i p i t a t i o n ,  wind 

v e l o c i t y ,  etc., - ultimately dapeiid upon hea t ing  and cooling. 

"Now t h e  approximate amount of hea t  generated by t h e  burning of a pound of 

smokeless powder i s  well known, a i d  a l i t t l e  c a l c u l a t i o n  shows t h a t  if the ro  had 

been t e n  m i l l i o n  men engaged i n  t h e  war, and i f  each had used up t e n  tons  of smoke- 

less powder, and, f u r t h e r ,  i f  nono of this 110at had-bocn l o s t  but a l l  had been kept  

i n ' t h c  atmosphore, t h e  temperature of t he  whole atmosphero would have been raised 

by only  one-thousandth of a degree Fahrenhei t  - c e r t a i n l y  not  enough t o  produce any 

appreciable  change i n  tho world 's  climate.  'I 
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