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Meteor" is  the  Ehgl ish form of a Greek word meaning a th ing  l i f t e d  up from n 

t he  ground. The a i c i e n t s  c l a s s e d  as "meteors" a l l  t h e  atmospheric phenomena with 

which they  were f a m i l i a r ,  besides  s eve ra l  t h ings  now known t o  l i e  beyond the  l i m i t s  

of t h e  atmosphere. Thus A r i s t o t l e  i n  h i s  work e n t i t l e d  ttMeteorologicall d i scusses  

not  on ly  such th ings  as winds, c louds,  rainbows, l i g h t n i n g ,  e t c . ,  b u t  also shoot ing-  

6 t P L r S ,  comets and t h e  milky way, and ( i n c o n s i s t e n t l y  wi th  t h e  l i t e r a l  IX?€Llli.ng o f  

th ( J  word "meteortt)  ear thquakes,  sp r ings ,  r i v e r s  and the  ocean. 

In  present-day Engl ish t h e  word "meteor" menns e i t h e r  (1) an atmospheric phc170-. 

1Xilon, o r  (2)  a shooting star. A s c h o l a r l y  w r i t e r  i n  addressing s c h o l a r l y  readers  

does n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  uso t h e  word i n  t h e  f i r s t  of t h e s e  sens06, but i n  what Mr. 

Monckon c a l l s  " tho vulgnte" t h e  secoiid meaning p r e v a i l s  t o  t h e  exc lus ion  of the  

o ther .  

tronomicnl s o c i e t i e s  have "meteor s e c t i o n s "  f o r  o t sorv ing  those bodies ,  and the  

Moreover, astronomcrs un ivo r sa l fy  c a l l  shoot ing-s ta rs  *lmeteors". Thus , as - 

American Meteor S o c i e t y  e x i s t s  f o r  t h e  same purpose. 

confusion - t h a t  t h e  term "meteorology" 13 appl ied  exc lus ive ly  t o  t h c  scieiico of 
the  atmosphere and of  weather  and novor t o  the  s tudy  of shoot ing-stars  (ivhich, by 
the  way, i s  n m e l c s s ) .  
c e r t a i n  w r i t e r s  of t he  e ighteenth  century  i t  was v a r i o u s l y  c a l l o d  "aOrOlogyn, 
"aerographyt1, and tfaerometrylt. 
term "atmosphcrologytl struggled f o r  recogni t ion.  
ology" (with i t s  corresponding forms i n  o the r  languages and i t s  many d e r i v a t i v e s )  
i s  unshakably e s t ab l i shed  i n  t h e  vocabulary& 

na t iona l  agreement i t  i s  appl ied  t o  t h e  branch of meteorology dea l ing  with tho  upper 
Or "f roe"  atmosphere. 

I n  viow of t h e  f a c t s  jwt s t a t e d  it i s  a paradox - aid one leading t o  some 

A century  o r  more ago meteorology had scvc ra l  aliasos. By 

In  the  f i r s t  ha l f  of t h e  n ine teenth  cen tu ry  t h e  
Today, howevor , t h e  name "meteor- 

It Aerology" has  had f o r  more than  twenty years  a d i f f e r e n t  meaning. By i n t e r -  
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