
A, Science gerv5.ce Feature 
Released on r e c e i p t  
but  intended f o r  use 
Apr i l  6,  1928 ? WHY THE WEATHE% t Mailed March 30, 1928 

By Charles Fitzliugh Talman,  
Author i ty  on Metoorology 

BmG.41AING WITB TIIE KiATHERb1IAN .-.- -_.- --- ._----. -I I- 

A t  t h e  Colombo Observatory,  i n  Ceylon, e f f o r t s  are made t o  recover  t h e  p i l o t -  

ba l loons  t h a t  a r e  se t  f r e e  and observed as long as poss ib l e  wi th  a t h e o d o l i t e  f o r  

t he  purpose of measuring t h e  winds a l o f t .  These bal loons a r e ,  according t o  

B r i t i s h  custom, provided with tai ls ,  and t o  t h e  tail of each i s  a t t ached  a n o t i c e  

i n  English,  S inha le se  and Tami l ,  o f f e r i n g  a reward of one rupee (32 c e n t s )  for t h e  

r e t u r n  of  t he  bal loon,  

Course many bal loons  a r e  l o s t  i n  t h e  jungle o r  at sear 

This  p l an  has  produced f a i r l y  good r e s u l t s ,  though of 

A.J.Biunford, super in tendent  of t h e  observatory,  says  t h a t  It is not  unusual 

f o r  l e t t e r 6  i n  connect ion wi th  t h e  r e t u r n  of t h e  ba l loons  t o  con ta in  infOrI!WtiOn 

concerning t h e  circumstances and c h a r a c t e r  of t he  f i n d e r ,  l ead ing  U p  t o  a reques t  

f o r  a f u r t h e r  cash payment o r  a pos t  i n  t h e  observatory,  

l e t t e r ,  w r i t t e n  i n  S inha le se ,  of which t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  runs as follows: 

Recently he rece ived  a 

"A piece  of b lack  paper bear ing  No, 720, t o  which is  pas ted  a p r in t ed  n o t i c e  

i n  Engl ish,  S inha le se  and Tami l ,  another  paper a t t ached  by a wi re ,  and a rubber  

ba l loon  have been found by us. 

Superintendent  of t h e  observatory w i l l  a d v e r t i s e  i n  t h e  Dinamina newspaper i n  

r a t h e r  l a r g e  l e t t e r s  an o f f e r  of a hundred pounds, we w i l l  inform him where and 

vhen these  were found." 

A reward of one rupee is n o t  s u f f i c i e n t .  If t h e  

The b e s t  p a r t  of t h e  s t o r y  i s  t h a t  ba l loon  No. 720 had a l r eady  been r e tu rned  

t o  t h e  observa tory  and t h e  r e g u l a r  reward had been duly  pa id  f o r  it, 
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