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ST. ELMO'S FIRE 

St, Elmo's f i r e  i s  not  always a " f i r e " ,  f o r  while i t  assumes a luminous and 

v i s i b l e  form only  by n i g h t  t he  d ischarge  i t s e l f  is equa l ly  common by day, A recent  

French work on atmospheric e l e c t r i c i t y  by E. Miathias says of t h i s  phenome.non: 

"During the  day t h e  d ischarge  is  expressed by an e l e c t r i c  wind, which c rack le s ;  

t h e  h a i r  of t r a v e l e r s  and t h e  coa t s  of t h e i r  s t eeds  s tand  on end when they  a r e  

brushed. A t  n ight  luminous aureoles  s t and  ou t  around t h e  head and form at the  

f i n g e r - t i p s  when t h e  hand i G  r a i s e d  above t h e  head, In t imes of thunderstorm t h e  

Phenomena a r e  exaggerated; luminous p e n c i l s  a r e  formed a t  the  po in t s  of' l i g h t n i n g  

conductors,  on the  weathercocks of houses and on t h e  yards  and mastheads of sh ips ."  

M. Mathias mentions the  frequency wi th  which these  d ischarges  a r e  6een on t h e  

summits of the  Pic du Midi and tho  Puy de  Dome, i n  southern  France,  and records 

t h e  fol lowing episode:  

"On June 25,  1888, t h e  Prince of Wales (a f te rward  Edward V I I ) ,  accompanied by 

h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  was a b l e  t o  observe t h e  phenomenon of St .  Elmo's f i r e  on t h e  g a l l e r y  

Of t he  p la t form a t t ached  t o  the  tower at t h e  summit of t h e  Puy de Dome. 

took o f f  h i s  h a t  his h a i r  s tood on end. 

When he 

L i f t i n g  h i s  arms above h i s  head a d ie-  

charge of e l e c t r i c i t y  took place from t h e  f i n g e r - t i p s ,  

walking-stick t o  t h e  sky  t h e  c r a c k l i n g  manifested i t s e l f  a t  i ts  extremity,"  

When the p r ince  pointed h i s  
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