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THE VALUE OF C L > E I * L  STATISTICS 

The weather f o r e c a s t e r  t e l l s  u s  of tomorrow's weather. The c l i m a t o l o g i s t  t e l l s  

US, i n  terms of averages ,  what weather may be expected t o  p r e v a i l  i n  a given loca l i t :  

f o r  years  t o  come,as i n f e r r e d  from pas t  experience.  

s t a t i s t i c s  i s  as important R p a r t  of t he  a c t i v i t i e s  of a meteorological  s e r v i c e  a6 

t he  d a i l y  p r e d i c t i o n  of weather. 

The ga ther ing  of Climatic 

It i s  accomplished i n  the  United S t a t e s  through 

*he p a t i e n t  e f f o r t s  of thousands of observers ,  t h e  major i ty  of whom serve  without, 

Pay. 

The s ta t is t ics  thus  obtained p l ay  an ind ispensable  p a r t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  engir!- 

ee r ing ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  - s a n i t a t i o n ,  medicine, b io logy ,  physical  geography and 

Various o t h e r  branches of sc ience  and indus t ry .  Consider, f o r  example, tha t  i n  t h e  . 

one bus iness  of insurance  d e t a i l e d  information i s  needed concerning t h e  prevalence 
/ 

of such phenomena as l i g h t n i n g ,  tornadoes,  ha i l s to rms  and r a i n f a l l ,  and t h a t  i n  

o rde r  t o  assemble.  such informa.tion f o r  a laggo country m i l l i o n s  of observa t ions  

mU6t be taken  dur ing  a long per iod  of yea r s ,  and you will begin  t o  grasp t h e  mgnic.  

tude of t ho  work  t h a t  t h e  world's  meteorological  es tabl ishments  a r e  ca r ry ing  on In 
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