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CLOUX FORBIIED BY AILWAVES 
----e-- 

. ." . _ I  

Several forma of cloud are duo t o  wavos i n  tho atmosphoro. The commonest of 

theso a r i s e  from Q procoss t h a t  a bygone English cloud s p e c i a l i s t ,  c~oment LOY, 

named " i n t o r f r c t t l .  One of tho c l e a r e s t  explanations of t h i s  process is given by 

a contemporary English au thor i ty  on clouds, G.A. Clarke He says : 
. .  

"Tho beautifully waved s t r u c t u r e  seen i n  near ly  all of tho layer  typos of 

Cloud, from c i r r u s  down t o  e t ra to-c~mulus,  2s caused by the  propagation uptvuds o r  

dO'n-mrds OS the  wave motion t h a t  i s  produced by the rxowing of a i r  currents of 

d i f  foront voloci t ioe and d i rec t ions  over each other. 

"Exactly similar pat terns  a r e  formed by water currents  r ipp l ing  O V O ~  e m d ,  by 

the wind r ipp l ing  the  surface of aoolimsnnd dunes, and a l s o  by the wind on tho sW- 

fact of d r i f t e d  enow. 

Plan0 betweon two curronta,  but as the wavo motion is propagated v o r t i c a l l y  it 

follows t h a t  wherovor there  may e x i s t  a layer  near thc point of saturat ion,  any 

Ifftine of t h a t  l a y e r  w i l l  produce cooling and condensat io~.  

Wcsts  of tho W a V 0 8  occur such a 1mor w i l l  be l i f t e d  and waves of cloud w i l l  be 

It is not  always tha t  the  waxvo-cloud occurs at tho shearing 

Consequently where the 

formod, while i n  tho wave hollows tho layor  w i l l  be depressed and the depression 

will prevent condensation, thus producing t h e  in te rva ls  of blue sky between cloud 
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