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PROFITABLE USES OF CLIMATIC DATA 

Two ways i n  which c l i m a t i c  s t a t i s t i c s  have r e c e n t l y  been turned t o  good account 

a r e  repor ted  by Benjamin par ry ,  of t h e  U,S.Weather Bureau o f f i c e  in New York Ci ty ,  

A f i r m  a d v e r t i s i n g  r a i n c o a t s  and o t h e r  wet weather  c l o t h i n g  had been sending 
’ 

i ts  l i t e r a t u r e  ind i sc r imina to ly  throughout t h e  United S t a t e s  a t  c e r t a i n  i n t e r v a l s -  

Lack of r e t u r n s  from some reg ions  l e d  t o  an  inqu i ry  as t o  t h e  cause; 

duced statistics r e l a t i n g  t o  soasons of ru ins  and droughts  and now t h e  company no 
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longer  adve r t i s e s  r a incoa t6  i n  Arizona and Ca l i fo rn ia  dur ing  t h e i r  rainlsss months 

one of t h e  r a i l r o a d s  with ex tens ive  svli tching yard6 .at i t s  Hudson River termi-  

nU6 opera tes  a special s t e m  plarit f o r  keeping t h e  switches thawed during t h e  winter .  

T h i s  p l an t  c o s t s  $2,000 a yea r  t o  operated It had been t h e  p r a c i i c e  t o  start it 

:‘oing December 1 and t o  opera te  u n t i l  March 31, f e g ~ l r d l e s s  of weather. Mr. S m r y  

]-!Owed t h e  people in  charge t h a t  t he  frequency of snowfal l  during t h e  win te r  was 

not g r e a t  and t h a t  ope ra t ion  f o r  a small f r a c t i o n  of th; time would s u f f i c e  t o  keep 

t h e  swi tches  c l e a r .  S ince  only  s ix  hours was requi red  t o  g e t  up s t e m ,  t h e  r a i l r o a d  

now waits u n t i l  poss ib l e  snow-producing condi t ions  appear  on t h e  weather map before  

s t a r t i n g  t h e  p l a n t ,  and a grea t  sav ing  ha8 thus been e f f ec t ed ,  
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