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The express ion  " r a i n  c a t s  and dogs," though it is  ignored i n  t h e  New English 

Dict ionary,  was known be fo re  t h e  middle of  the  e ighteenth  century ,  f o r  t h e  follow- 

i n g  Passage occurs i n  Dean S w i f t ' s  " P o l i t e  Conversation", published in 1738: "1 

know S i r  John w i l l  go, though he was s u r e  i t  wmld r a i n  cats and dogs. " 
been va r ious ly  explained. 

1% has  

A w r i t e r  i n  W o t e s  and Queries" says8 

which are used on Palm Sunday t o  r ep resen t  t he  branches of t he  palm, a r e  called 

c a t s  and dog6 i n  many p a r t s  of England. 

w r m  Apr i l  showers, and t h e  b e l i e f  formerly p reva i l ed  t h a t  t h e  rain brought them 

dovmt h n c e  t h e  saying 'to r a i n  c a t s  and d o g s f " *  

VThe male blossoms of the  willow t r e e ,  

They inc rease  i n  s i z e  r a p i d l y  a f t e r  a few 

According t o  another  suggrpstlon " c a t s  and dogo'l is a co r rup t ion  of t h e  French 

A p r o l i x  and unconvincing explana t ion  is  given i n  Brewer's 'IDictionary of 

Phrase and Fable!', under "Rain". 

vian myth6 r e l a t i n g  t o  cats and dogs. 

Tbi6 au tho r  t r a c e s  the  phrase t o  anc ien t  ScAndlna- 

An a l t e r n a t i v e  Engl ish express ion  is t o  " r a i n  p i t ch fo rks" ,  while  i n  var ious 

B r i t i s h  d i a l e c t g  we hear  of raining "hop-poXesn, l fp icke ls"  (meaning p i t ch fo rks )  

"ha tche ts  and duckets" ,  "auld wives and pig-taps" ,  e t c .  

The French say: "ll p l e u t  des  ha l lebardes"  ('!It r a in6  ha lberds") .  
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