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WO KINDS OF TWILIGHT
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The distindtion between "civil" twilight and "astronomical twilight, though
recognized in the literature of continental Europe from the middle of the eightw~
eénth dehtury onward, seems to have been almost completely ignored in America until
.ihe yoar 1§i5; wheh its {fportance was omphasized in publications of the United
States deather Bureaul

With a ciear sky, civil tWilight beging in the morning and ends in the evening
when the upper 1imb of the sun is 6 degrees below the horizoni Dufihg its continu-~
ance the illumination is bright enough to permit all kinds of outdoor occupations
without the aid of artificial light, though the brightest stars become visible
before it is over, |

Astronomical twilight lasts much longer, as it begine in ﬁhe morning and ends
in the evening when the sun is 18 dogrees below the horizon. At ite close‘the
last trace of daylight has disappeared and the faintest naked—;ye stars become
vigible., The duration of both civil and astronomical twilight may be materially
shoétened by the presence of clouds or heze.
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