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LEARNING TO PLANT WINLBREAKS 

While t h e  p l an t ing  of rows of t r e e s  along the  borders  of f i o l d a  and orchards 

t o  se rve  as windbreaks - otherwise c a l l a  s h e l t e r b e l t s  - is a long-establ ished 

P r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  Middle Wost, appa ren t ly  much of t h i s  p l an t ing  ha8 h i t h e r t o  been 

done i n  an u n s c i e j - ~ t i f i c  way a i d  t h e  r e s u l t s  have o f t e n  proved d isappoin t ing .  Thus 

a11 over Iowa, according t o  t h e  Forest  Se rv ice ,  windbreaks p lan ted  many Years ago 

W e  r a p i d l y  breaking down and r e q u i r e  replacement. 

During . t h e  pas t  w in te r  Iowa farmers a t tended  " s h e l t e r b e l t  schools ,  It where they  

were taught  t h e  b o s t  methods o f  plant ing .  Each school  was an a l l - d a y  meeting. The 

morning wa8 given t o  a d iscuss ion  of general  phases o f  t r e e  p l an t ing ,  and i n  t he  

a f t e rnoon  each farmer p l o t t e d  out his  own farmstead and received h e l p  i n  planning 

his  windbreaks e 

For most p a r t s  of Iowa a combination a9 white  p ine  and Norway spruce is found 

b e s t  f o r  kndbreaks .  For low ground without good subdrainage florwny spruce a lone  $6 

b e s t ,  S t i l l  w e t t e r  ground calls f o r  white spruce and white cedar, and Where drain- 

age is very poor it is b e s t  t o  use wi l low. ,  Broad-leafed t r e e s  t h a t  make good wind- 

break6 i f  p lan ted  i n  l a r g o  blocks a r e  ash and Poplar* 
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