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Nature is  very partial i n  her d i s t r i b u t i o n  of thunderstorms over the globc:. 

In  gene ra l ,  tho t o r r i d  zone g e t s  a g r e a t  many mort? than the temperate zones, and 

the land  a g r e a t  many more than the  occans. Beside these  broad c o n t r a s t s  there  

a r e  s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  mithin r e l a t i v e l y  small areas. 

Thunderstorms are not u n k n o m  i? 'the Arc t i c .  As a rough average it  may 

be s t a t e d  that at p l a c e s  a n p h c r e  no r th  of the  A r c t i c  C i r c l e  one thunderstorm may 

be expected i n  t en  years .  

h t a r c t i c  con t inen t ,  though it  is somet ims  heard  on the suban ta rc t i c  i s l ands ,  such 

Apparently thunder has  never been repor ted  from the 

as South Georgia and the South Orkneys. 

There are some ex tens ive  reg ions  o f  the temperate zones i n  which thunder- 

storms are q u i t e  s ca rce ,  Thus the  average f o r  the Sahara and the Arabian Desert  

i s  l e s s  than four  a yea r ,  and about the same average o r  l e s s  p r e v a i l s  a long  the 

whole western coas t  of North America from A l a s k a  as fa r  south as San Diego. San 

Francisco has an average o f  only two a yea r  and San Jose,  Calif., only one a year .  

A t  the  o t h e r  extreme, f o r  the United S t a t e s ,  Tampa, F l o r i d a ,  has  an average of 94 

a Year. 

Equa to r i a l  Af r i ca ,  J a v a ,  southern  Mexico, and Panama are lands  t h a t  have 

a l l  the w a y  f rom 100 t o  200 thunderstorms a year .  The world record appears  t o  be 

h e l d  by Bal iburg ,  i n  the former German colony of Kamerun, with an  averago of 212 
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