
A, p c i e p c e  S e r v i c e  F e a t u r e  
Released on r e c e i p t  
bu t  i n t e n d e d  f o r  u s e  
May 5 ,  1928 I W H Y  THE WEATHER Mailed A p r i l  28, 1928 

By Char les  Fi tzhugh Talman, 
A u t h o r i t y  on Meteorology 

SOME W ORLD-WIDE THUNDERS TOW STAT IS T ICs 

Many e l a b o r a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s  of thunderstorm s t a t i s t i c s  have been p u b l i s h e d  f o r  

i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n t r i e s  and p a r t s  of c o u n t r i e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  a r e  V a s t  

of t h e  land s u r f a c e  of t h e  e a r t h  f o r  which few r e c o r d s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  and 

data a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  s c a r c e  f o r  t h e  ocean,  

information o b t a i n a b l e  arid r e s o r t i n g  t o  p l a u s i b l e  e s t i m a t e s  f o r  r e g i o n s  where no 

a c t u a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  have been made, an E n g l i s h  m e t e o r o l o g i s t ,  c=  E* p. B r O O k 6 ,  

has compiled some i n t e r e s t i n g  s ta t is t ics  f o r  t h e  whole wor ld& 

However, by p i e c i n g  t o g e t h e r  all t h e  

According t o  Mr, Brooks '  e s t i m a t e  about  16,000,000 thunderstorms Occur on 

globe e v e r y  y e a r ,  o r  44,000 a day. Assuming a average d u r a t i o n  of  one hour ,  

he concludes t h a t ,  at any one moment, t h e r e  a r e  i n  p r o g r e s s  about  1,800 thunder-  

storms i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  world,  

F i n a l l y ,  averaging  c e r t a i n  r e c o r d s  of t h e  number of l i g h t n i n g  f l&hes  i n  

"%le s t o r m s ,  he t e l l s  us t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  about  360,000 f l a s h e s  over  t h e  whole 

globe e v e r y  hour ,  o r  an average  of 100 a second. 

All such  f i g u r e s  a r e  t h e  roughes t  s o r t  of approximations.  This  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  

the Case when it comes t o  e s t i m a t i n g  the t o t a l  number of l i g h t n i n g  f l a s h e s ,  s i n c e  

w h i l e  some thunders torms  produce e n l y  a few d i s c h a r g e s  of l i g h t n i n g  - s a y  one t o  

a dozen - t h e r e  are o t h e r s  t h a t  produce thousands,  I n  one Alpine Storm a n  

A u s t r i a n  m e t e o r o l o g i s t  counted 3,500 l i g h t n i n g  f l a s h e s  i n  a n  hour  and t h r e e  

q u a r t e r s ,  

( A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by S c i e n c e  S e r v i c e ,  I n c . )  
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