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FROST DAMAGE TO HIGI-IWAYS 

"Frost  dama!:e, I t  s a y s  t h e  Engineer ing  Ilews-Record, "is a l a r g e  annual  charge  

a g a i n s t  highway upkeep. No s ta te  Fn t h o  n o r t h e r n  f r o s t  zone escapes  i t g y c a r l y  b i l l  

f o r  r e p a i r i n g  ' b o i l s '  and 'haaves ' .  T r a f f i c  e v e r y  s p r i n g  i s  denied  t h e  f u l l  u s e  Of 

highways u n t i l  t h e  roadbeds have s e t t l e d  And tho maintenance crews have r e s t o r e d  

c t a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  of f o u n d a t i o n  a i d  s u r f n c i n g .  It is imposs ib le  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e  

annual  c o s t  of  t h i s  f r o s t  a c t i o n .  A s  t h o  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e c o r d s  of t h e  p a s t  w i n t e r  

c l e a r l y  indicate, each season p r e s e n t s  a d i f f e r e n t  acooirnting, b u t  i n  t h e  round of 

Years t h e  account ing  ruils i n t o  huge sums, b o t h  i n  r e p a i r  c o s t s  and i n  charges f o r  

clelo.yed t r a f f i c .  1' 

The uphoaval o f  a road  s u r f a c e  by the a c t i o n  of f r o s t ,  known t o  highway 

(XIgincers as t1f1-08t b o i l s t t ,  is duo t o  t h e  f r e e z i n g  a i d  expansion of water benea th  

t h e  s u r f a c e ,  and e v i d c n t l y  cannot  occur  i f  s u i t a b l e  p r o v i s i o n  $6 made f o r  d r a i n a g e  

whcn t h e  road  i s  b u i l t .  

devcloped,  b u t  riot enough a t t e n t i o n  has been devoted t o  provei i t ive  mcasuras. 

Apparent ly  the t echnique  of making r e p a i r s  h a s  been wel l  
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