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THE WORST TORNADOES

Says 8. D. Flora, of the U.S. Weather Bureau:

"Few people have any idea of the great number of violent tornadoes that occur.
In the 46 years ending with 1925 there were 134 that either caused the death of 50
Or more persons, or the destruction of half a million dollars' worth of property,
or had paths 50 miles or more in length. Nine per cent. of these struck in Iowa,
Which heads the list; 8 per cent. in Missourij; 7 per cent. in Illinois; and 6
per cent. in each of the states of Kansas, Tennessee, Alabama, Minnesota and Wis-
consin. Over <4he 8-year period ending with 1923, data for which were tabulated
by H.C. Hunter, the greatest property loss from tornadoes occurred in Illinois
and the next greatest in Indiana. Since then the storms of 1927 have moved Missouri
near the front place."

Mr. Fl&ra refers to the popular delusion that these deadly storms are peculiar
to a "tornado belt" in the West. Ag a matter of fact 54 per cent. of the extremely
destructive tornadoes thus far recorded have occurred east of the Mississippi River.
Among the large cities that have been more or less severely damaged by tornadoes
are Chicago, Louisville, St. Louis, Omsha, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Terre Haute,
Philadelphia, and Wapshington,
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