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THE WORST TORNADOES 

Says S, I). F l o r a ,  of t h e  U,S. Weather Bureau: 

“Few people have any i d e a  of t h e  g r e a t  number of v i o l e n t  to rnadoes  t h a t  occur .  

In  t h e  46 y e a r s  ending w i t 1 1  1925 t h e r e  were 134 t h a t  e i t h e r  caused t h e  d e a t h  of 50 

Or m o r e  persons ,  o r  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of h a l f  a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ’  worth of p r o p e r t y ,  

O r  had p a t h s  50 m i l e s  o r  m o r e  i n  l e n g t h .  Nine p e r  cent , .  of t h e s e  s t r u c k  i n  Iowa, 

which heads t h e  l i s t ;  8 p e r  cent .  i n  Missouri ;  7 p e r  cent .  i n  I l l i n o i s ;  and 6 

Per c e n t .  i n  each of t h e  s t a t e s  of Kansas, Tennessee,  Alabama, Minnesota and WiS- 

consin.  Over .the 8-year p e r i o d  ending w i t h  1923, d a t a  f o r  which Were t a b u l a t e d  

by H.C+ Hunter ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  p r o p e r t y  l o s s  f r o m  tornadoes  occurred  i n  I l l i n o i s  

and the  n e x t  g r e a t e s t  i n  Indiana.  S ince  t h e n  t h e  s torms of 1927 have moved Missouri  

near t h e  f r o n t  p lace .  

Mr. F l o r a  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  popular  d e l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  deadly  s t o r m s  a r e  p e c u l i a r  

t o  a “ tornado b e l t ”  i n  t h e  Viest, As a m a t t e r  of f a c t  54 p e r  c e n t .  of t h e  extremely 

d e s t r u c t i v e  tornadoes  t h u s  fa r  recorded  have occurred e a s t  of t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  River .  

Among t h e  l a r g e  c i t i e s  tha t  have been more o r  l e s s  s e v e r e l y  damaged by to rnadoes  

a r e  Chicago, L o u i s v i l l e ,  St. Louis ,  Omaha, S t .  Paul ,  Minneapol is ,  Ter ra  Haute,  

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  and Washington. 
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