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TORNADO ,CELLARS 

That celebrated American contrivance, the tornado cellar , is otherwise known 
as a tornado cave, tornado pit, cyclone cellar, cyclone pit, s t o r m  aave, etC. 

s ,  D. Flora, of the U.S. Weather Bureau, whose hobby is tornadoes and who is 

“ationed in Kansas, tells us that almost every farmer in that state makes an 

OxCavation a few steps i’n the rear of his kitchen, primarily as a cool place for 

“ O r h e ;  fruits and vegetables. This cave is generally lined with boards, and a 

or so of soil serves as a roof, The size varies. Average dimcnsions would 

b e ,  say, 6 to 0 feet long and 5 feet deep, 

refuge during a tornado. 

The cave is available for use as a 

Complete plans and specifications for constructing tornado cellars were pub- 

lished by C o l .  John p. Finley in his book “Tornadoes” (New York, 1887). This work 

has l o n g  been out of print but is found in many libraries. 

Plans for constructing combined storage and tornado cellars of concrete can 

be obtained fret, on application, f rom the Portland Cement Association in Chicago 

Or f r o m  its numerous branch offices in other citics. 
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