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T€E WEATHERMAN'S SIlO3TIWD 

Two systems of shorthar ld  a r e  used by & t e o r o l o g i s t s  i n  keeping and p u b l i s h i n g  

adopted a t  a m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  congress  h e l d  i n  Vieima i n  1073, though a few arc of 

more r e c e n t  o r i g i n .  Tl1r:se I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Meteoro logica l  Symbols, as t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d ,  

a rc  quite s imple  i n  form arld a r e  t h e r e f o r e  e a s i l y  w r i t t e n ,  b u t  t y p e s  f o r  p r i n t i x g  

them a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o r d i n a r y  t y p e  f o n t s ,  and hence t h e i r  use i n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  

is somewhat r e s t r i c t e d .  

The o t h e r  system i s  n o t  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  same l i m i t a t i o n ,  It i s  k n o w  as t h e  

Beaufor t  Weather Nota t ion  and c o n s i s t s  of l e t t e r s ,  used s i n g l y  o r  i n  combination. 

In  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form it  vas deviced  by Admiral B e a u f o r t ,  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Navy, who 

?Jso in t roduced  t h e  more f a m i l i a r  B e a u f o r t  Wind Scalob Both da te  frbm about  1806, 

and were adopted by t h s  B r i t i s h  Admiralty f o r  use i n  s h i p s '  l o g s  i n  1838, The 

weather n o t a t i o n  has  been c o n s i d e r a b l y  modif ied and en larged  s i n c e  B e a u f o r t ' s  time. 

1% is  now used by B r i t i s h  and American s a i l o r s ,  by B r i t i s h  o b s e r v e r s  on l a n d ,  and 

i n  p u b l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Meteoro logica l  O f f i c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  d a i l y  weather  maps. 

I n  t h e  l a t e s t  B r i t i s h  v e r s i o n  of t h e  Boaufort  n o t a t i o n  c a p i t a l  l e t t e r s  a r e  

used &o denote  unusual  i n t e n s i t y  of a phenomenon. Thus "R"  i s  t h e  e n t r y  f o r  heavy 

r a i n ,  while l l r f l  i n d i c a t e s  moderate r a i n ,  and t h e  same l e t t e r  fo l lowed by a small 

w r i t t e n  as a s u b s c r i p t  below t h e  l i n e ,  means l i g h t  ra in .  The p r e f i x  "it' i s  11 I t  

used t o  i n d i c a t e  t t i n t e r n i t t e n t t t  o r  "occas iona l" .  

i o n a l  fog .  

tirluous heavy snow, 

For example, I 1 i f t t  denotes  OCCQS- 

C o n t i n u i t y  i s  donoted by r e p e a t i n g  t h e  l e t t e r .  Thus "SS" means con- 
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