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Seasonal  events  i n  t h e  l i v e s  of p l a n t s  and animals  se rved  as guides  i n  t h e  

'timing of t h e  outdoor  occupat ions  of mankind lone; b e f o r e  t h e r e  were any c a l e n d a r s  

Ploughing and sowine;, . .. If one sowed t o o  l a t e ,  t h e  c r o p  might s t i l l  t h r i v e  if Zeus 

leaves of  t h e  oak, Vines should be pruned before  t h e  advent  of t h e  swallow - t h e  

he ra ld  of t h e  s p r i n g  - b u t  when t h e  s n a i l  climbed up t h e  p l a n t s  t h e r e  should  be no 

lflore d i g g i a g  i n  t h e  v ineyards ,  When t h e  f i g  t r e e  chowed a t  t h e  end O f  i t s  branches 

l e a v e s  as b i g  as t h e  Soot -pr in ts  of t h e  crow, s a i l o r s  might s a f e l y  put  t o  sea, 

Aristophalzes ( F r e r e ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n )  makes h i s  birds  boas t :  

We g i v e  you t h e  warning o f  seasoris s e t u r n i n g .  
When t h e  Cranes a r e  a r r a n g e d ,  and muster  a f l o a t  
111 t h e  middle a i r ,  w i t h  a crchlting n o t e ,  
S t e e r i n g  away t o  t h e  Libyan s a n d s ,  
Thcn careful farmers  sow t h e i r  lands; 
The c r a z y  v e s s e l  is h a u l e d  a s h o r e ,  
Thc s a i l )  t h e  ropes ,  t h e  r u d d e r  and oar 
Are a l l  unshipped,  and housed i n  s t o r e .  
"lie shepherd i s  warned, by t h e  K i t e  r e a p p e a r i n g ,  
To muster  h i s  f l o c k  and be r e a d y  f o r  s h e a r i n g ,  
You q u i t  your  o l d  c loak  iz t  t h c  S w a l l o w l s  b e h e s t ,  
In a s s u r a n c e  of summer, and purchase LZ v e s t r  

All of which i s  p r a c t i c a l  "phenology" *. though t h i s  l e a r n e d  name f o r  it was 

l lo t  invented  u n t i l  t h e  middle o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  

( A l l  r i g h t s  r e s e r v e d  by Sc ience  S e r v i c e ,  I n c , )  
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