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PLANTS  ANIMALS AND WEATHER

Seasonal events in the lives of plants and animals served as guides in the
timing of the outdoor occupations of mankind long before there were any calendars
Or almanacs. Various peasants' maxims on this subject prevalent in ancient Greece
are recorded by Hesiod., The cry of the migrating cranes showed the time for
Ploughing and sowing, _If one sowed too late, the crop might still thrive if Zeus
8ent rain on it the third day after the cuckoo called for the first time in the
leaves of the oaks Vines should be pruned before the advent of the swallow -~ the
herald of the spring —~ but when the snail climbed up the plants there should be no
llore digging in the vineyards., When the fig tree showed at the end of its branches
leaves as big as the foot-prints of the crow, sailors might safely put to seca.
Aristophanes (Frere's translation) makes his birds boast:

We give you the warning of seasons returning.
When the Cranes are arranged, and muster afloat
In the middle air, with a creaking note,
Steering away to the Libyan sands,

Then careful farmers sow their lands;

The crazy vessel is hauled ashore,

The sall, the ropes, the rudder and oar

Are all unshipped, and housed in store.

The shepherd is warned, by the Kite reappearing,
To muster his flock and be ready for shearing.
You quit your old cloak at the Swallow's behest,
In assurance ol summer, and purchase a vest,

All of which is practical "phenology" . though this learned name for it was
Lot invented until the middle of the ninetecnth century.
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