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FLOOD HAZARDS I N  THE MOUDITAINS 

m e  most s p e c t a c u l a r  e f f e c t s  of t o r r e n t i a l  l o c a l  r a i n s ,  o r  s o - c a l l e d  "cloud- 

b u r s t s I ' , a r e  seen in mountainous r e g i o n s ,  crhere t h e  f a l l i n g  water  i s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  

and g u l l e y s ,  The f , l o o d s  t h u s  produced a r e  r i v a l c d  i n  t h e i r  sudden o n s e t  

O l l l Y  b y  t h o s e  due t o  t l l e  c o l l a p s e  of dams and r e s e r v o i r s ,  cand have b'een r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  many d i s a s t c r s ,  

Ivan E. Houk ha6 r e c e n t l y  c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  such f loods  a r e  

l i k e l y  t o  swecp do\rJn 011 m o t o r i s t s  t o u r i n g  over  E o m  of t h e  r.lost popular  t r a n s c o n t i n -  

e n t a l  highways, nnd t h a t  s p e c i a l  c a u t i o n  should  b e  e x e r c i s e d  i n  s e l e c t i n g  Camp 

c i t e s  with r e f e r e n c e  t o  ' th i s  hazard.  He says: 

"Old-time westernerr;  n e v e r  p i t c h  t h e i r  t e n t s  aloiig t h e  bottom of t h e  canyons 

O r  a long  a r r o y o s  wliere t h o  c l o u d b u r s t  f l o o d s  c a n  roach them whi le  t h e y  s l o c p r  

one can t e l l  you of some p a r t y  t h a t  d i d  and was swept away by f l o o d  waters d u r i n g  

Any 

t h e  n i g h t ,  However, d c s p i t o  t h c  long  known f a c t  t h a t  such  t h i n g s  do occur ,  people 

may be s e e n  camping i n  dmigerous l o c a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  mountain canyon high\vays almost. 

any t ime d u r i n g  t h e  summer months, I n  f a c t ,  t h e  w r i t e r  has  Been t o u r i s t  camps 

'nnintaineci a long c r e e k  channels  i n  p laces  where t h e  OccUrrence of a c l o u d b u r s t  f l o o d  

during t h e  n i g h t  would drown t h e  callipers l i k e  ruts i n  a t rap."  

F a t a l i t i e s  of th iE  kind have occurred more tliaii oncay II; i s  nonr ly  always 

P o s s i b l e  t o  f i n d  near a mountail1 road 

cmYons t o  be sa fe  from l l o o d  waters .  

a camp s i t e  high enough abovc t h o  b o t t o m  o f  
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