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HUMAN' BAROMETERS 

The h e a l t h  and comfort  of m'my people  seem t o  ba a f f e c t e d  i n  a r a t h e r  s t r i k i n g  

1 degree by tho  passage of  t h o  barometr ic  d e p r e s s i o n s  and a r e a s  of h i g h  p r e s s u r e  t h a t  

a l t e r n a t e  at i n t e r v a l s  of a few days i n  t h e  temperate: zone66 These e f f e c t s  are 

Probably not  due d i r e c t l y  t o  changes of p r o s s u r e  bu* a a t h e r  t o  t h e  accompanying 

changes i n  o t h e r  meteoro logica l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  The l a t e  D r ,  Weir M t c h e l l ,  who was a 

p ioneer  s t u d e n t  of such phenomena, wrote of  Ira n e u r a l g i c  b e l t ,  w i t h i n  which, as it 

cweeps a l o n g  i n  advaice  of t h e  s torm,  p r e v a i l  i n  t h e  h u r t  and maimed limbs of men, 

i n  t h e  t e n d c r  nerves  and rheumatic j o i n t s ,  renewed h r m e n t s  c a l l e d  i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  

by t h e  s t i r  and p e r t u r b a t i o n  of t h e  elements." 

The f l u c t u a t i o n s  of  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  humidi ty  and wind t h a t  a t t e n d  t h e  passage o f  

barometr ic  h i g h s  and lows would seem, by v i r t u e  of t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on t h e  heat-regu- 

l a t i n g  mechanism of t h e  body and consequent r e a c t i o n s  upon t h e  nervous system i n  

g e n e r a l ,  t o  s u p p l y  a n  ample e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  unpleasant  symptoms noted  i n  t h e  case 

of s e n s i t i v e  people;  c o n d i t i o m  t o  which t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  name o f  "cyclonopathy" has  

h e n  given by Ehropoan inves t iga tora . .  Some a u t h o r i t i c s  have ,  however, invoked i n  

t h i s  connec t ion  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  of a tmospheric  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  and poin ted  t o  t h e  

extreme s e n s i t i v e n e s s  of many persons t o  t h e  approach of thunderstorms;  a condJ..tio:i 

which D r .  G1 M. Board has d e s c r i b e d  under t h e  name of l 'astra.phobial ' ,  The human 

organism i s  t h e  s e a t  of v a r i o u s  o l e c t r i c n l  phenomena axid theso  can h a r d l y  be inde-  

Pendent of c l iaqes  i n  t h e  e l e c t r i c a l  s t a t e  of t h e  atmosphere,  b u t  t o  what e x t e n t  

t h o  r e s u l T , ~  may be r e g i s t e r e d  by human s e n s a t i o n s  i s  a d e b a t a b l e  q u e s t i o n .  
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