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BROADCASTING STORnil ViARNINGS 

Virc3less has revolu t ion ized  condi t ions  of naviga t ion  i n  the  South Seas ,  a6 it 

has done i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  O C C ~ .  

maiy of t h e  i s l a n d s ,  inc luding  Samoa, F i j i  and o the r s ,  of r a d i o  s t a t i o n s  which 

A token of t h e  now ora i s  t h e  exis tence on 

broadcast  weather r e p o r t s  and storm warningst 

One of t he  most  i n t e r e s t i n g  of t h e s e  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  i s  i n  tho  midst of the  

?oral Sea,  of f  t h e  e a s t  coas t  of Aus t r a l i a .  I lurricanes are not uncommon i n  t h i s  

reg ion  and t hey  have caused g rea t  devas t a t ion  of towns qld shipping along the 

coas t  of Queensland, These s t o r m s  a r e  known l o c a l l y  as "wi l ly-wi l l ies"+  Townsville . 

Queensland, was n e a r l y  destroyed by one of them i n  1870, and s e v e r a l  o the r  Places  

have suf fered  severely.  In 1899 t h e  peczrling f l e e t  was destroyed by il hurr icanu 

w i t h  a l o s s  of 300 l i v e s .  I n  o the r  cases l a r g e  vosse ls  have been sunk. 

A s  most of t hese  dis turbmices  come from t h e  eastward, tha Aus t ra l ian  government 

decided in 2921 t o  e s t a b l i s h  a storm-warning s t a t i o n  o f f  t h e  coas t .  The pro jec% 

was fa thered  by Captain John K,  Davis, o f  Anta rc t i c  exploring fame. Tho bes t  s i t e  

appeared t o  be Willis I c l and ,  a sinall i s l o t  about 250 mile5 f r o m  t h e  mainland, but  

there  was some unce r t a in ty  as t o  whether t h i s  spot  would be hab i t ab le  during a 

hurr icane,  In order  t o  f i n d  out ,  Capt. Davis spent  t h e  months of a hurr icane 6 e ~ ? s o i ~  

on t h e  i s l and .  H i s  r e p o r t  was favorable ,  and accordingly tho s t a t i o n  which he 

c r t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  was made permanent and it has funct ioned success fu l ly  ever s ince .  

It is equipped wi th  r ad io  'and broadcasts  r o p o r t s  of observat ions t h r e e  times a day 

during the  hur r icane  months. 
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