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RUSKIN ON MgTEOROLOGY

In his "Modern Painters", and especially in his "Storm Cloud of the Nineteenth
Century", John Ruskin wrote a good deal of fantastic nonsense about atmospheric
Phenomena. He was a member of the Meteorological Society of London, the Transac-
tions of which, published in 1839, contain a paper by him entitled "Remarks on the
Present State of Meteorological Science™, Herein he makes some sagacious remarks
about the importance of cooperative effort in furthering a knowledge of the atmos-
phere, but his description of meteorology as a science reveals the typical Ruskin-
ian attitude of mind. Here is part of wvhat he says:

"As to its beauty, it may be remarked that it is not calculated to harden the
Mind which it strengthens and bind it down to the measurement of ﬁagnitudes and
estimation of quantities, destroying all higher feelings, all finer sensibilities;
it 1s not to be learned among the gaseous exhalations of the deathful laboratory;
it has no:dwelling in the cold caves of the dark earth; it is not to be followed
Up among the charnel houses of creation. But it is a science of the pure air and
the bright heavens; its thoughts are amidst the loveliness of creation; it leads
the mind,as well as the oye,to the morning mist and the noon-day glory and the twi-
light cloud ~ to the purple peace of the mountain heaven -~ to the cloudy repose of
the green valley; now expatiating in the silence of stormless aether ~ now on the
Tushing of the wings of the wind,.. While' the geologist yearns for the mountain,the
botenist for the field,and the mathematician for tho study, the meteorologist, like
a spirit of a higher order than any, rejoices in the kingdoms of the air."

It is to be feared that Ruskin would not recognize his "meteuoxglgpy" in any
modern scientific treatise on the subject.
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