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RUSKIN. ON MET$OROLOGY - 
In h i s  "Modern Pa in t e r s " ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h i s  "Storm Cloud of  the Ninoteenfh 

Centurytt, John Ruskin WrQto a good dea l  of  f a n t a s t i c  nonsonse about atmospheric 

Phenomena. 

t i o n s  of which, published i n  1039, con ta in  a paper by him o n t i t l e d  "Remarks on tho 

He was a member of t h e  Meteorological Soc ie ty  of London, the  Transac- 

Present S t a t e  o f  Metcorological Science n, 

about t h e  importance of  cooperat ive e f f o r t  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  a knowledge of t h e  atmos- 

phere,  bu t  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of meteorology as a sc ience  r evea l s  the t y p i c a l  Ruskin- 

i a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  mind, 

Herein he makeq some s a g a c i o u ~  remarks 

Hero is p a r t  of what he says: 

"A8 t o  i t s  beauty,  it may be remarked t h a t  it i s  not c a l c u l a t e d  t o  harden the  

mind which it s t r eng thens  and bind i t  down t o  t h e  measurement of magnitudes and 

@stirnat ion of  q u a n t i t i e s ,  des t roying  all h ighe r  f e e l i n g s ,  a l l  f i n e r  s e n s i b i l i t i e s ;  

it is no t  t o  be l e a m e 4  among t h e  g:aseous exhala t ions  of t h e  dea th fu l  labora tory ;  

i t  has no' ,dwelling i n  tho  co ld  caves o f  t h e  dark e a r t h ;  it i s  not t o  be followed. 

among t h e  charnel  houses of c r ea t ion .  But it i s  a sc ienco  of t he  pure a i r  and 

the  b r i g h t  heavens; its thoughts are amidst t h e  l o v e l i n e s s  of c r e a t i o n ;  it l eads  

the  mind,as w e l l  as t h e  eye , to  t h e  morning mist and the  noon-day g lo ry  and t h e  t w i -  

l i g h t  c loud  I t o  t h e  purple peace of tho mountain heaven - t o  t h e  cloudy repose of' 

t h e  green va l l ey ;  ZIOW expat ia t ine;  In t h e  s i l e n c e  of  stormless a e t h e r  -. now on tho  

rushing of  the wings o f  t h e  wind.. . While' t h e  geo log i s t  yearns f o r  the  mountain,the 

b o t a n i s t  f o r  t h e  f i e l d , a n d  the  mathematician f o r  t ho  s tudy,  t h e  motoorologis t ,  l i k o  
a s p i r i t  o f  a higher  o rde r  than  any, r e j o i c e s  i n  the  kingdoms of  the air, I t  

It is t o  be f ea red  t h a t  Ruskin.wouid not  recognize 
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