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CLOTTDS FORMID BY MOuNmAITJs 

When a s t ream of moist  a i r  i s  forced  t o  ascend i n  pass ing  over a mountain 

the a i r  c o o l s  by expansion and some of its moisture m y  condense t o  form a lrc1oud 

capn over the summit. In  l o c a l  weather l o r e  such caps a r e  gene ra l ly  regarded as 

For t en t s  of rain. mese caps a t t a c h e d  t o  mountains were c a l l e d  t l p a r a s i t i c  cloudstt 

by s c i e n t i f i c  w r i t e r s  of a century o r  more ago, and some curious explana t ions  of 

them mere proposed, 

mOun tain.  

Occasional ly  a 1tc)oud banner" streams far t o  the  leeward of a 

One of the most famous and s t r i k i n g  of cloud caps is the  nTablecloth11 t h a t  

Spreads over Table Yountain, n e a r  Cape Eown, when a moist  wind blows i n  from the  sea .  

?omtimes the l o c a l  topography causes the n4nd that has swept over a mountain t o  

form a second s t a t i o n a r y  wave t o  the leeward of the  summit, and t h i s  may also be 

Imrkecl by a cloud,  which, l i k e  the cloud cap, p re sen t s  a delusive appearance of 

Permanence, while i t  is, i n  r e a l i t y ,  i n  constant  process o f  formation on the wind- 

v?rd sl?e and d i s s i p a t i o n  on the leeward. The two clouds thiis formed, one over the 

E m i t  and the o t h e r  t o  the leevard ,  a r e  o f t e n  seen a t  Table Mountain, and a r e  

f u r t h e r  e x e w l j f i e d  in tho ce l eb ra t ed  "Helm and Bar!! o f  C r o s s f e l l ,  i n  the Engl i sh  

Lake D i s t r i c t .  

In  the case o f  a wind b loving  athwart  a r idge  o r  mountain range, a bank af 

may form a long  the  whole c r e s t .  Such is  the  "foehn wall11 t h a t  appears along 

Alpine he igh t s  when the foehn wind is blowing. 
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