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A DARK DAY AT MONTREAL 

"Dark days" occur every few years  i l l  e a s t e r n  Canada and t h e  no r theas t e rn  United 

S t a t e s ,  f o r  reasons t h a t  a r e  now f a i r l y  wel l  understood, though they were once a 

sub jec t  of much controversy.  The darkness  i s  due t o  smoke from f i r e s  - genera l ly  

from burning f o r e s t s  - and i t s  s p e c i a l  prevalence i n  t h e  region mentioned r e s u l t s  
of  barometric depress ions  leave the  cont inent  by way o f  t h e  S t .  Lawrence 
from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a g rea t  major i ty/val ley,  where t h e y  genera l ly  become i n t e n s i f i e d  

and sharp ly  def ined .  If a b i g  f i r e  is i n  progress  anywhere wi th in  t h e  borders  of 

such a depress ion  it tends t o  be drawn toward the  storm c e n t e r  by the  sur face  winds. 

Sometimes t h e r e  a r e  dense l o c a l  accumulations of t h e  smoke above the  l e v e l  of t he  

lower clouds,  s o  t h a t  t h e  cause of t h e  darkness is masked, and thus the  phenomenon 

is a l l  t h e  more s t a r t l i n g -  

The fol lowing i s  a , typ ica l  e a r l y  account of a dark day, as observed at Montroal 

i n  the  summer of  1832 o r  1833" by an English o f f i c e r ,  Najor Stack: I1 

"Tho morning s e t  i n  f i n e ,  calm and c l ea r .  The day, however, darkened botaoen 

11 and 12 noon, and threa tened  r a i n  or wet m i s t .  No r a i n ,  however, f e l l ,  n c r  was 

t h e r e  any mist o r  fog.  About 12 t h e  darkness became v i s i b l e ,  i f  I may so say,and 

t h e  sun had t h e  appearance as i f  Looked at through r ed  g l a s s .  A t  1 o'clock t h e  

SUn was q u i t e  obscured, We could n o t  then see  t o  read  i n  the  houses ,  and we wore 

obl iged t o  l i g h t  candles+ About 2 o'clock it was as dark as a dark night .  People 
d r iv ing  in t h e  s t r e e t s  were run,d.ug aga ins t  each o t h e r ,  as you may have witnessod 
i l l  a dense f o g ,  
nervous people became very much alarmed...A change took p lace  a l i t t l e  a f t o r  2 O r  

ha l f  pas t  2 o 'c lock,  and from t h a t  t ime the  obscurat ion began t o  c l e a r  away a6 
gradual ly  as it came on. 
t h e i r  business  and t h e  candles  were ext inguished i n  our mess room. 

We could no t  s ee  each o the r ' s  faces  two o r  t h r e e  yards o f f  , and 

About 5 p,m. it was c l o a r  enough f o r  people t o  r e t u r n  t o  
It  
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