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W I N R Y  W E A T W  IN JUNE 

How many o ld  people in t h e  United S t a t e s  and Canada r e c a l l  personal  experiences 

O f  t h e  "Big Fros t"  of June 5 ,  18599 This event i s  r a r e l y  mentioned nowadays, 

though i t s  e f f e c t s  were f e l t  over an ex tens ive  a r e a  of ea s t - cen t r a l  North America. 

An Ohio meteoro logis t ,  Dr, S, P, Hildre th ,  wrote of it as fo l1ows:  

"The unprecedented occurrence of a severe  and des t ruc t ive  f r o s t  as l a t e  as t h e  

f i f t h  of June overwhelmed t h e  country wi th  f e a r  and astonishmont,  A t  8. period i n  

growth of  wheat u sua l ly  considered as pas t  a l l  danger o f  t h i s  kind a sudden 

i n  temperature i n  one n igh t  spread d e s t r u c t i o n  and r u i n  t o  a l a r g e  po r t ion  

Of t he  f i e l d s  of t h i s  important c e r e a l  over a l l  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t s  of  the Ohio 

va l l ey  and extending from Iowa t o  northern New% York, 

t he  calamity.  

f i e l d s  t o  t h e  height  of 12 o r  18 inches. 

Ind ian  corn shared l a r g e l y  i n  

The warmth of May had hastened t h e  growth of t h i s  p l an t  i n  many 

In a l l  such casos t h e  f i e l d s  had t o  be 

replanted..,  The wheat being i n  full head and much of t he  g r a i n  i n  t h e  m i l k ,  was 

e n t i r e l y  ruined.  Potatoes  were badly f r o s t e d  but  i n  a good measure regained a 

heal thy s t a t e ,  Peaches and apples ,  which i n  most orchards had a t t a i n e d  the  s i z e  

of almonds, were so much damaged as t o  fa l l  from the  t r e e s  i n  a few days, and 

Only c e r t a i n  favored l o c a l i t i e s  r ipened any f r u i t , I l  
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