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WEATHER AND FIRE3 

An episode i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  important p a r t  t h a t  weather o f t e n  plays i n  con- 

nec t ion  w i t h  fires happened a few yea r s  ago at Berkeley, C a l i f .  Under the  in-  

f luence  of a s t rong  dry  wind a f i r e  s t a r t i n g  i n  dry  grass about noon swept r ap id ly  

i n t o  a suburban brush f i e l d  and f o r e s t ,  communicated i t s ' e l f  t o  neighboring houses, 

and soon began t o  spread r ap id ly  i n t o  t h e  c i t y ,  

done t o  check t h e  progress  of t he  flames. 

t r o l l i n g  t h e  winds was moving eastward. By h a l f  pas t  5 the  d r y  e a s t e r l y  wind had 

been succeeded by a moisture-laden wind from t h e  ocean and t h e  f i r e  was then  

From 2 t o  5 p.m, nothing could be 

Meanwhile the  pressure  d i s t r i b u t i o n  con- 

e a s i l y  brought under cont ro l .  

A somewhat similar case occurred i n  northern Minnesota i n  October, 1918. Un- 

con t ro l l ed  f i r e s  were burning i n  many p laces ,  bu t  they  were regarded merely as un- 

important "brush f i r e s " ,  

low humidity, r ap id  evaporat ion and s t rong  Winds. 

f i r e s  were whippod t o g e t h e r  i n t o  a few r a p i d l y  spreading f i r e s  along a wide f r c n t  

P resen t ly  a big storm passed over  t h e  reg ion ,  bringing 

The slow-running and smouldering 

and a g rea t  d i s a s t e r  followed. 

reached them and whole f o r e s t s  were destroyed6 Cloquet, Brookston and Moose Lake 

were l a i d  i n  ashes. More than  450 people per ished.  Then, as suddenly as the  f i r e s  

had f l a r e d  up, under the inf luence  of a new weather s i t u a t i o n  and a shift of wind 

Towns were wiped out  almost as soon as tho  f i r e s  

they quie ted  down and were quick ly  ext inguished.  
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