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NATURE'S PROGRAM I N  NOVA SCOTIA 

Under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of D r .  A. H. McKay, of H a l i f a x ,  a comprehensive r e c o r d  of 

Phenological  e v e n t s  has  been maintained f o r  some y e a r s  i n  t h e  Province of Nova 

c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e s e  r e c o r d s  t h r o w  mucii l i g h t  upon t h e  weather  and c l i m a t e  of t h e  

region.  

The o b s e r v e r s  a r e  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n ,  who make t h e i r  r e p o r t s  t o  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s .  

For example, t h e  c h i l d r e n  b r i n g  t o  school  t h e  f i r s t  f lower ing  specimen of a p l a n t  

tlleY d i s c o v e r  and t h e  t e a c h s r  makes a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i e s -  

General ly  t h e  name of  t h e  p u p i l  b r i n g i n g  t h e  e a r l i e s t  specimen i s  p laced  on t h e  

honor r o l l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  b lackboard  f o r  t h e  day. The r e c o r d s  f o r '  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

schools  a r e  assembled t w i c e  a y e a r ,  and average d a t e s  of t h e  v m i o u s  e v e n t s  a r c  de- 

termined f o r  each of t e n  r e g i o n s  i n t o  which t h e  proviiice has  been d i v i d e d  f o r  t h i s  

Purpose. An a b s t r a c t  of t h e  r e s u l t s  i s  publ i shed  i n  t h e  Proceedings a n d  ' .Tr~n5- 

of t h e  Nova S c o t t a n  I n s t i t u t e  of Science.  The o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d s  are bound 

Preserved  i n  t h c  P r o v i n c i a l  ~ ~ u s e u m  and Science Library ,  a t  Halifax- 

One hundred p c r i o d i c a l  e v e n t s  of t h e  y e a r  a r o  rocordcd under  two headikgs ;  

v i z ,  "When f i r s t  seentv  mid f l m e n  becoming common"- They inc lude  t h e  flowering, 

I r u i t i n g ,  etc. ,  of various p l a n t s ,  t h e  a r r i v a l  and d e p a r t u r e  of  m i g r a t i n g  birds, 

% r i c u l t u r a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  opening a d  closi i ig  of l a k e s  and r i v e r s ,  l a t e s t  f r O S t S  i n  

' W i n g ,  e a r l i e s t  f r o s t s  i n  autumn, and several o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  m a r k  t h e  P r o g r e s s  

of tho  season6. 
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