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-- 
THE UNDERSUN 

The undersun - otherwise known as t he  pseudhelion o r  pseudohelion - is an 

i n t e r e s t i n g  member of t he  l a r g e  family of o p t i c a l  phenomena c o l l e c t i v e l y  c a l l e d  

ha los .  In  o rde r  t o  see  i t  you must be above t h e  clouds;  hence it was r a t h e r  Un- 

f a m i l i a r  t o  humanity before  t h e  present  e r a  of a e r i a l  locomotion began. 1% is ,  

however, sometimes v i s i b l e  from mountaintops as well  as from a i r c r a f t ,  and it has 

been photographed from both. 

t aken  from a ba l loon  by D r ,  Alfred Wegener, i n  1910. A splendid photograph was 

taken last January from t h e  Zugspitge,  t h e  h ighes t  summit of t h e  Bavarian Alps. 

The f irst  p i c t u r e  of t h i s  s o r t  was, I be l i eve ,  

The underEun i s  a b r i l l i a n t  'image o f  t he  sun, seen on a hor i zon ta l  shee t  of 

cloud ly ing  below t h e  ob6crver 's  l eve l .  Its p o s i t i o n  corresponds t o  t h a t  of the  

Sun's inage as seen  r e f l e c t e d  on a water  sur face .  Like o the r  ha los ,  it i s  formed 

only by clouds composed of i c e  c r y s t a l s ,  and not  by thoso c o n s i s t i n g  o f  water 

drops. The undersun has sometimes been seen surrounded by a c i r c u l a r  halo of 

22 degrees r ad ius ,  and i n  o the r  cases  by a very much sma l l e r  c i r c u l a r  o r  e l l i p t i -  

c a l  halo,  

The corresponding phenomenon of t he  "undennoon" has  a l a o  been reported.  
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