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PRO TF ST ION I' FROM HAILST OHhlS 

h W  t h e  anc ien t  Greeks at tempted t o  keep ha i l s to rms  from devas t a t ing  t h e i r  

and vineyards i s  t o l d  i n  Seneca ' s l lguaes~iones  Natura les" .  The t o m  of  

C1eonae, i n  Argol i s ,  he says ,  employed watchmen t o  give warning of the  approach O f  

hail c louds,  which were recognized by t h e i r  co lo r .  

People s a c r i f i c e d  a lamb o r  a p u l l e t ;  whereupon, it was a l l eged ,  t h e  th rea t en ing  

clouds changed t h e i r  course.  

f i n g e r s  with a sha rp  stylus, and t h i s  was supposed to /equal ly  e f f i c a c i o u s  - as it 

When t h e  alarm was sounded 

Those who had no animals t o  s a c r i f i c e  scra tched  t h e i r  
be 

undoubtedly was! 

In  t h e  days of Charlemagne European peasants  s e t  Up t a l l  poles  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d s  

bearing at t h e  t o p  s t r i p s  of parchment in sc r ibcd  with incan ta t ions  aga ins t  h a i l .  

Various charms a r e  s t i l l  employed i n  r u r z l  I t a l y  t o  a v e r t  hai ls torms.  Profess -  

O r  Guiseppe Be l lucc i  t e l l s  us how, i n  Umbria, t h e  peasants  on Palm Sunday a t t a c h  

the  tops  of t r e e s  ad jacen t  t o  t h e i r  f i e l d s  consecrated o l i v e  bravlchcs o r  b i t s  

In come d i s t r i c t s  t h e y  spread ashes from the Of char red  wood from t h e  Yule log.  

Yule l o g  t r e e  on the  f i e l d s  i n  the  shape of a c ross ,  o r  hang m u l e t s  and r e l i g i o u s  

emblems of var ious kinds on the  t r e e s ,  or r i n g  l i t t l e  s i l v e r  b e l l s  - a l l  t o  keep 

away ha i l s to rms .  

S ince  t h e  beginning of  the present  cen tury  mi l l i ons  of d o l l a r s  have been 

wasted i n  Europe i n  bombarding the  clouds as a means of pro tec t ion  againsf  h a i l .  

*llothfOr c o s t l y  f o l l y  was the  e r e c t i o n  of t a l l  "hai l - rods" ,  many O f  which were in -  

f i t a l l e d  i n  France under governmelit auspices  j u s t  before  the  world war. 
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