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? c;IHY THZ WEATHER ? 

By Char1.e~ Fitzhugh Talman, 
Author i ty  on Netcorology 

REFO€?T$$G THE AL!UIANAC 

The f o o l i s h  custom of publ ishing weather f o r e c a s t s  f o r  an e n t i r e  year  i n  

the  almanacs, now happi ly  on the  virne, was once universa l .  

cluded such p red ic t ions  i n  h i s  "Poor Richard's Almanack" (though he made fun of  

Benjamin Frankl in  in-  

them i n  t h e  same p u b l i c a t i o n )  and they  appeared i n  thk almanacs i ssued  throughout 

t h e  e ighteenth  century  by the  Pruss ian  Academy of Sciences,  with t h e  exception O f  

t h e  one f o r  the  year  1779. How they  happened t o  be omitted t h a t  year  and r e s to red  

the  year following has been r e l a t e d  by Dr.  Gustav Hellmann. 

The academy, o r i g i n a l l y  known as t h e  Prussian Socie ty  of  Sc iences ,  was es -  

t a b l i s h e d  by roya l  decree i n  the year  1700, It was granted a monopoly of almana,- 

Publ ishing f o r  P r u s s i a  and t h e  s a l e  of the  almanac was i t s  only source of income. 

k c o r d i n g  t o  the custom of t he  t imes the  pub l i ca t ion  contained not  only lOng-rEinge 

L'Jcather p red ic t ions  but a l s o  l i s t  of dayE supposed t o  be favorable  o r  unfavorable 

f o r  b lood- le t t ing ,  t he  weaning of babies ,  e t c . ,  and much o the r  s u p e r s t i t i o u s  

nonsense. 

The almanac f o r  1779 contained a no t i ce  expla in ing  t h a t  these f e a t u r e s  were 

misleading and had accordingly been el iminated,  The publ ic  - alas! - did not t a k e  

k indly  t o  the  change. The reformed work was abused and r i d i c u l e d  on a l l  s i d e s ,  

and s o  few copies  were so ld  t h a t  t h e  i s sue  of t h a t  year is one o f  t h e  r a r e s t  of 

books. 

t o  r e v e r t  t o  t he  o l d  s t y l e  of publ ica t ion .  

The academy, faced with t h e  prospect of l o s i n g  i t s  s o l e  revenue, was obl ige3  

This  humi l i c t ing  s i t u a t i o n  lasted 

u n t i l  1804, vhen the  academy roceived a grant  of  s t a t e  funds f o r  i t s  support  and 

i t s  monopoly of almanac -making was withdrawn. 
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