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? W H Y  THE LVIEATHm ? Mailed June 8, 1928 

By Charles  Fi tzhugh T a l m a n ,  
A u t h o r i t y  on Meteorology 

BOLTS FROM THE BLUE 

H.F.Gisborne, of t h e  U. S .  F o r e s t  Serv ice ,  r e p o r t s  as follows: 

"On J u l y  2, 1927, S t a n l e y  Lukens, a f o r e s t  r a n g e r ,  was s u p e r v i s i n g  t h e  opening 

of t h e  Gold peak lookout  011 t h e  Missoula  Nat iona l  Fores t .  While Lukens and h i s  

assistant were s e t t i n g  up t h c  f i r e - f i n d e r ,  t h e y  aimed t h e  a l i d a d e  of t h i s  ins t rument  

a t  v a r i o u s  prominent topographic  f e a t u r e s  t o  check t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  map. A s  

t h e y  were making one of t h e s e  t e s t  o b s e r v a t i o n s  toward a p o i n t  s o u t h e a s t  of Gold 

Peak, both men saw a f l a s h  of l i g h t n i n g  s t r i k e  t h e  ground almost  on t h e i r  l i n e  of 

s i g h t  and about  1 5  m i l e s  from them. This  f l a s h  was followed by f o u r  o t h e r s  w i t h i n  

t h o  next  f e w  minutes.  The f i r s t  one s t a r t e d  a f o r e s t  f i r e .  The phenomenon Was most 

F!. blue  s k y , t h e  n e a r e s t  c louds  being about  1 5  and 25 m i l e s , r e s p e c t i v e l y , f r o m  t h e  

circa s t r u c k .  

A good many o t h e r  cases of l i g h t n i n g  f rom a c l e a r  s k y  have been r e p o r t e d .  

y J S U s l l y ,  hovjevcr, t h e r e  i s  b u t  one s t r o k e ,  r a t h e r  than  R s e r i e s  of them, as i n  t h i s  

case. 
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