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MIRAGE AT SEA 

Mirage i s  a familiar s i g h t  t o  ~ a i l o r s ,  and i t s  observa t ion  probably expla ins  

th9 legend of t h e  Flying Dutchman, 66 well as some of t he  o t h e r  s t range  t a l e s  of  

the sea.  There a r e  accura te  desc r ip t ions  of  t h e  phenomenon t h a t  read l i k e  f a i r y  

!ales. W i l l i a n l  Scoresby, Jr., tho  Arc t ic  voyager, has  l e f t  us a v iv id  account of 

h i s  f a t h e r ' s  sh ip  inve r t ed  i n  the  sky. With h i s  g l a s s  he could make nut  -the 

c;ctails o f  masts and h u l l ,  though the  ves se l  was 34 miles d i s t a n t  and n e a r l y  15 

beyond the  horizon. D r ,  C.A.Reeds ha6 recorded the  case of a sh ip  t h a t  Was 

t o  a r r i v e  at New York from k g l a n d  during the  c o l o n i a l  period. He t e l l s  us  

%hat "on a Sunday af te rnoon,  a f t e r  a v i o l e n t  storm, she was seen f l o a t i n g  in the  

every s p a r  represented  so c l e a r l y  that t he re  was no ques t ion  of t h e  i d e n t i t y  of 

the vesse l  t hus  pa in ted  i n  the  clouds;  bu t  t h a t  was the  last ever  seen of t he  

i l l - f a t e d  ship.  1' 

In  tlie h i s t o r y  o f  po la r  explora t ion  t h e r e  a r e  two cases  i n  which mirage gave 

rise t o  f a u l t y  geogi-aphy. In t h e  f i r s t  case Commander Wilkes was l e d  a s t r a y  by 

and cha r t ed  t h e  coast of t h e  Antarc t ic  cont inent  i n  the  wrong place.  The 

Case was t h a t  of  t h e  mythical "Crocker Land," which Peary thought he d i s -  

A f t e r  it had f igu red  on the  maps f o r  some year6 it  was proved t o  'Overed i n  1906. 

be non-exis tent ,  bu t  t he  expedi t ion  t h a t  went nor th  t o  explore  it observed the  salne 

mirage by which Peaxy had been misled. 
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