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The word "climate" i s  one t o  which var ious  meanings have been assigned i n  the  

pas t ,  and it i s  even now somewhat i n d e f i n i t e  i n  i t s  app l i ca t ions .  It means l i t e r -  

a l l y  The "climatestt of .the anc ien t  Greek geographers were merely Zonee 

of l a t i t u d e  corresponding t o  successive increases  of ha l f  an hour i n  the  length  

O f  the  longes t  day of the  year ,  beginning a t  the  equator ,  where the day is  never 

m r e  than  12 hours long .  

The f a c t  t h a t  these  zones d i f f e r e d  i n  t h e i r  atmospheric cond i t ions  was recog- 

nized,  but i n  anc ien t  t imes and u n t i l  q u i t e  r e c e n t l y  conceptions of c l imate  have 

been broad enough t o  include many th ings  bes ides  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  atmosphere. 

Old-fashioned medical works, f o r  example, i n  desc r ib ing  the  c l imate  of  a place,  ,.' 

usual ly  give information about the  s o i l ,  t he  water and the preva len t  d i seases .  

I\Jowadays s c i e n t i f i c  w r i t e r s  mean by the  t tc l imate"  of a reg ion  i t s  preva len t  

0 1  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  weather, as known through seve ra l  yea r s '  oxpcrience,  with o r  

without t he  a i d  o f  r e g u l a r  meteorological  observations.  
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