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FOGDRIP 

It is a familiar fact t h a t  t r e e s  and o the r  vege ta t ion  catch much water from 

d r i f t i n g  fog  and o f t en  shed i t  i n  a good imi ta t ion  o f  a rainstorm on the  ground be- 

low. This form of  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  i s  cal led tlfog-driplf. n e  o i a  legend of the  

rain trees of the I s l a n d  of Fer ro  i s  p laus ib ly  explained as a case of fog-drip, n 

and the  "dew-pondsI* of the  Engl i sh  d o m s  are no t  f e d  by dew b u t  t o  a large ex ten t  

-07 f o g  d r i f t i n g  i n  from tke adjacent  sea and caught by p l a n t s  growins around the 

Ponds. 

Tie c l a s s i c  e x p e r i m n t  i n  measuring fog-drip i s  t h a t  of Dr .  Yarloth,  mho 

%Weedtwo rain-gauges on TaSle Mountain, South Afr ica ;  one i n  the ord inary  way, 

and the o the r  with a number of u p r i & t  p l a n t  sterns a t t ached  t o  i t  i n  such a way as 

t o  ca tch  water from the  mists a.nd clouc?s f l o a t i n g  over  t h e  mountain. During.56 

h Y S  t'ne f i r s t  gauge caught abo?lt 4 inches of mater and the o the r  one nea r ly  80 

inches . 
'Occult condensationsfl, as he c a l l s  moisture cau&t i n  t h i s  way, as an argument i n  

Descombes, i n  France,  has w r i t t e n  a great d e a l  about the importance of 

behalf  of a f f o r e s t a t i o n .  

One p o i n t ,  however, i s  commonly overlooked i n  discussions o f  t h i s  process.  

The water  caught by l eaves  and branches is .mater t h a t  mould se t t le  t o  the ground 

f a r t h e r  to  the leeward i f  the  vege ta t ion  mere no t  there. Hence fog-drip may grea t -  

lY increase  t h e  sv.@y of water t o  the s o i l  at the nindward edge of a f o r e s t ,  b u t  

-ill not  q m e r a l l y  increase  the average supply to  the f o r e s t  a r e a  as a whole. In  

f a c t ,  the presence of t r e e s  d in in i shes  the amount of water reaching the ground from 

both fog  and r a i n ,  becanse a c e r t a i n  part of the water  cn@t by the leaves  and 
branches evaporates  i n s t ead  of d r ipp ing  t o  the ground. 
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