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HAIL INSURANCE METHODS 

Hailstorm insurance,  which is  comparatively new i n  America, where i n  recent  

Years it has grown t o  l a r g e  proport ions,  i s  an old s t o r y  i n  Europe. 

insurance has developed an e l abora t e  technique i n  t h e  Old World. 

based p a r t l y  on l o c a l i t y ,  as statist ics show t h a t  some regions are far more subjec t .  

This  branch of 

The Premium ared  

t o  hai ls torms than  0ther6,  and p a r t l y  on t h e  cha rac t e r  of t h e  Crop. Meadows and 

the var ious roo t  crops pay the  lowest premiuns, while t h e  h ighes t  are paid f o r  

insuring grapes,  o l i v e s ,  hops and tobaccoI 

I n  some cases  t h e  est imates  of damage are made a f t e r  a storm by agents  of t h e  

insurance companies and i n  o t h e r  cams by persons se l ec t ed  by t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

Such persons need t o  be f a m i l i a r  with each kind of crop covered by insurance,  with 

the average y i e l d  i n  each l o c a l i t y ,  and with t h e  cu r ren t  market pr ices .  They must 

be ab le  t o  determine t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of recovery from t h e  e f f e c t s  of t he  s torm,  o r  

of replant ing,  e t c .  

Correct p r a c t i c e  in t h i s  l i n e  of insurance a l s o  depends upon the a b i l i t y  of the  

t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between the  damage caused by h a i l  and t h a t  due t o  r a i n ,  

wind, i n s e c t s  and p l a n t  d i seases .  One proof of a c t u a l  h a i l  i n j u r y  i s  the  presence 

O f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  Spot6 caused by t h e  impact of hai l s toneb .  

German works i n  which the  e f f e c t s  of hail on d i f f e r e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p l an t s  a r e  dee- 

! 

There a r e  seve ra l  

c r ibed  and i l l u s t r a t e d .  
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