
Released on receipt 
but intended f o r  use 
July 2, 1920. 

Science Service Feature 

7 WHYTKEmEATHER T MQiLea - W e  25, 1928. 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Neteorology 

CLIMATE AND RACIAL TRBITS 

T!!!e idea that races of mankind owe some of t h e i r  physical and mental 

character is t ics  t o  climate i s  very old. 

as has been pointed out by D r .  J. R. Wright. 

Says that "according. t o  the d ive r s i t i e s  of the air  the Romans are  grave, the Greeks 

f ickle  and unrel iable ,  the Africans s l y  and craf ty ,  the Gauls f ie rce ,  and the Bg- 

fidh,. and Teutons powerful and robust." The same writer  explains that the violent 

It is ofteh foucd i n  mediaevel l i t e r a t ~ e ,  

Thus Gervase uf Tilbury (13th Century) 

mistral blowing i n  the Rhone valley generates i n  t h i s  region men Tho are windy, 

empty-headed, inconsistent and untrustworthy. 

Another m i t e r  of the midd€e ages, O t t o  o f  Freising, suggests tha t  the 

hmbards who se t t l ed  i n  I t a l y  l o s t  t he i r  feroci ty ,  par t ly  on account o f  marrying 

xtalian women, but also par t ly  because of the nature of the country and the climate. 

Concerning similar notions in  the l i t e r a t u r e  of more recent times Pro- 

fessor R. DeC. Ward says: 

"Climate was believed t o  explain the overhanging eyebroas and partly-closed 

'Y$s Of  t3e negro; the small eyes and beardless faces of the Chinese; the (supposed) 

f a c t  that  more tvins are born i n  Egypt than elsevhere, and s o  on. 

a l i z a t i o n s  of Iontesquieu, Voltaire, Buf'fon, Hume, Buckle and others on this sub-' 

j ec t  furnish in te res t ing  reading and contain much that  is suggestive and instruct ive,  

T'ne broad gener- 

they usually carry us Tell  beyond the range o f  reasonable probability." 
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