A Science Service Feature

Releaged on receipt
but intended for use
July 5, 1928. 7 WHY THE WEATHDR ¢ Mailed June 28, 1928.

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
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THE "POIAR FRONT" THEORY

Not for several decades has eny other idea connected with the art of weather
-fprecasting attracted so much attention as the "polar front" theory, whiéh wag de-
veloped in Norway during the world war and began to be tentatively utilized in fore-
Casting in other countries shortly after the war ended. According to thisg theory,
the cyclones that are responsible for the constantly varying weather of the temper-
8te zones are produced in each hemisphere along a boundary between masses of “po-
lar" ang "equatorial" aif. A large literature has grown up concerning the mechanice
of thig process and its effects on weather.

There hag been a good deal of confusion concerning the history of this novel
th°°rY- It is based, as to the principles involved, upon the studies of Professor
Vilhelm Bjerknes, formerly director of the Geophysical Institute at Bergen, Norway,
but its actual digcovery and its application in forecasting were due to three
assigtants at the institute; viz, J. Bjerknes, H. Solberg and T. Bergeron.
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