
9 Science Serv ice  Feature  
?eleased on r e c e i p t  

Intended f o r  use 
S U ~ Y  6 ,  1928, ? ~ T H E ! F O P A ! @ ~ R  ? bfa4led June 29, 1928. 

By ChaPles Fitzhue,h ‘Palm, 
Author i ty  on Meteorology 

DROUGHT IN BRAZIL - 
This y e a r ’ s  drought i n  no r theas t e rn  B r a z i l  is repor ted  t o  have cos t  about 

loo l i v e s ;  a small t o l l  of disaster compared with the records of s eve ra l  previous 

droughts i n  the Sam region. The a r e a  a f f l i c t e d  with these recu r ren t  disasters em- 

braces about 100,000 square miles just back of the coas t  i n  the llehoulderft of the 

having Cape San Roque at i t s  no r theas t e rn  angle .  The general  r a i n f a l l  of 

the d i s t r i c t  averages about 3‘2 inches a year, mostly concentrated i n  a r a iny  season 

Of Six or seven m n t h s f  dura t ion .  Every f i v e  o r  six years  the amount fa l ls  far be- 

l o w  the normal, and somt imes  the re  a r e  t w o  o r  th ree  d ry  years  i n  succession. m e n -  

Over t h i s  happens the people aband.on the rural d i s t r i c t s  and f l o c k  i n t o  the  coas t  

I n  the Prorst cases hundreds o r  thousands d ie  of hunger and thirst i n  attempt- 

ing t o  escape, and the  mor t a l i t y  of l i v e s t o c k  is enormous. 

Vast i r r i g a t i o n  works have been planned f o r  t h i s  region and some large 

reservoi rs  have been cons t ruc ted ,  bit the achievements i n  this l i n e  up t o  da t e  are 

v : t t e r l ~  inadequate t o  meet t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

The cause o f  these  recur ren t  droughts i s  s o m t h i n g  of a meteorological 
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from t h e i r  normal courses ,  t he  na tu re  of which w i l l  be  bet ter  understood when the  

‘PPer-air soundings r ecen t ly  inaugurated i n  the reg ion  concerned have been c a r r i e d  

It is ev iden t ly  connected w i t h  som la rge - sca l e  d e f l e c t i o n  of a i r  cu r ren t s  

fo r  s eve ra l  years.  
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