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LIGHTFING tt?lIP.Y @?U?~ 

The familiar legend c o n m i r g  “ fa i ry  ringst1,  seen i n  lawns and meadowe, is that  

a re  made by the footprints of fairies dancing in  a c i rc le .  In the sixteenth 

CQntury attempts to  substi tute a sc ien t i f ic  oxpkmation f o r  th is  supersti t ious one 

led t o  the equally erroneous notion that the rings a re  produced by thunderbolts. 

1% was asserted that the diameter of the ring rspresontod that of tho b o l t ,  and that 

Only where the latter came i n  contact with the air ,  o r  along i t s  eurfaco, did com- 

bustiOD occur, burning i n  the grass a ring of the same diamtor.  

w i l l i e m  sfulke, in  hi6 IIGoodly Gallerystl (1563), re jec ts  the popular explanation 

Of tho rings and declares lightning t o  be the true caw0 o f  Othoso round circloe 

ignorant people sffirme t o  be the rings of the Yairies’l dancestt. This hypotho- 

8 i a  held i t s  ground f o r  more than two conturiee. 

Of the . 

Thus Eraemus Darwin, grandfather 

immortal Charles, wrote i n  tho year 1791: 

IISo from dark cloud6 the playful lightning springs, 
Rives the firm oak o r  pr ints  the f a i ry  rings.” 

!&e c i rc les  are, now, of course, known t o  be duo to  tho grmth of cer ta in  kinds 

Of fungi. 
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