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Once i n  a while a mere m o r t a l  manufact&os a thundershower by accident. 
h 

happens on a day when the air i s  calm and well &arged with Water vapor -- i.e. 
water i n  an inv is ib le  gaseous form. A l ighted cigaret te  is dropped upon a heap of 

forest l i t t e r .  Soon the forest i s  ablam. 

What follows illustrates several interest ing operations described in 

books on meteorology. F i r s t  there i s  the ascent of large m s s e s  of hot air. The . 

W p l y  of moisture originally precpent i n  t h s  atmospla3re i s  eL;eedted bY the Process- 

es Of evaporation and combustion, The r ie ing  air cools by expmsion and moisture 

Drops form. They are shattered by the uprushing gusts and acquire elec- 

t r i c  charges. 

balancing t h e i r  vo l t  accounts. 

Strong potent ia l  gradiente are set  up. Presently the heavens a re  

Meantime rain descends in a deluge. 

Finally the d m p w  put6 the fire out and the stozm ceases. 
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