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The reports of observations taken at mstecrological s ta t ions from which 

d a i l y  weather maps a r e  drawn a r e  telegraphed i n  code, i n  order t o  save expense and 

expedite transmission. In  most countries the C O ~ O S  apZoyed f o r  this purpose con- 

sist of groups of  f igures,  scene of which represent the ac tua l  numerical values of 

the elements reported while others are arbitrary. !J?hs United States Weather Bureau 

and tho Canadian Meteorolcgical Service use a word code, which offers the advantage 

Over a figure code that, as a rule, mietakes i n  tho t;elepims can eaeily be detected 

bY.anybody familiar with it. 

,, 

This American weather code is sanething of a l i t e r z q  curiosity.  In  each 

of the many thousand sor6.a it contains there are certain s i g n i f i c w t  l e t t e r s ,  and 

these must fall i n  cer ta in  sequences i n  order t o  convey the information desired. 

English language has been ransacked -- an@ somewhat etretched -- t o  secure the 

necessary words. 

i t 3  easi ly  done without the book by those who b v e  mastered the relat ively simple 

Principles on Which the code i e  constructed. 

Observers consult the code book i n  coding a message, but deodding 

Here are a few of the outlandish words found i n  the code book; Cutduck, 

ceggick, cinfoot,  vamab, kongelf, Msfal,  lug&om, boeset, mi&, m e w ,  mumish*. 

Tnere are plenty more equally mggeetive o f  Lewis Car ro l l -  
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