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_CELLINITS HALO 

Perhaps you haps observed a fringe of lieht surroundbg the shadow Of your 

head cast  upon a lawn,  stubble-field o r  other rough surface i n  the early morning o r  

late afternoon. I t  is brightest  when the surface is bedewed, and is more readily 

when you move than when you stand s t i l l ,  but neither oE these conditions i s  86- 

sential t o  i t a  v i s i b i l i t y .  

'h%bw O f  the i r  c r a f t  f a l l i n g  on a broad expanse of treetops o r  a f i e l d  Of grain, 

The phenomenon depends upon the fact  t ha t ,  i n  l o o k i n g  down in to  the innumerctble'8pa- 

&lloonis ts  and aviators  see the sane border around the 

between leaves,  stalks and the like, you S Q ~  a greater portion of i l l b i m t e d  

surface when your 

look a t  an angle thereto. 

fo l lows  the direction of the rays of sunlight than when YaU 

This phenmenon usual ly  bears, i n  sc i en t i f i c  descriptions, the Goz'man -e 

II 
Heiligenscheinfl, but i t  has a l s o  been called "Gellini's halo", and thereby hang8 

W e .  

rlThe discoverer of t h i e  easily seen but l i t t l e  known phenmenon," writes 

Prof- H. X. Russell, I1waa Benvenuto Cel l ini ,  the great artist. Being one ,&S taken 

t o  task by a friend f o r  one of h i e  nmerous escapades, he repl ied that  he Was same- 

of a sa in t ,  and claimed thett the halo about his head, though not d i r ec t ly  

appeared about i t s  shadow and not around the shadow of other mbn*s heads. 

were walking i n  the f i e l d s  a6 they talked and the artist pointed t o  h i s  shadow 

proof. The f r iend turned, eiaw no halo around Benvenutors shadow, but discovered 

''e about h i s  own. 
'Y'Q, his companion deemed i t  prudent t o  re f ra in  from making any claims of superiori- 
'31 and 60 the matter rested. But l a t e r  the story became known, and the bright spot 

h''5Ut the shadow s t i l l  bears the name of ' the h a l o  of Benvenuto Ce l l in i '  

As, however, the great artist was l i b w i s e  a noteworthy swords- 
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