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AN INCH OF‘ R A I N  

The s t o r y  i s  t o l d  o f  t he  Engl ish gardener who, having undertaken f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  time i n  h i s  l i f e  t o  r ead  a rain-gauge, r epor t ed  t h a t  t h e  r a i n f a l l  w a s  ”be- 

tween a p i n t  and a p i n t  and a h a l f ” .  Rain i s ,  of course ,  gene ra l ly  measured i n  

telms of depth and not  volume. In English-speaking coun t r i e s  it i s  usua l ly  

meamred i n  inches and f r ac t ionn  thereof .  

.Now an inch i s  not  a u n i t  t h a t  sugges ts  big things.  When an astronomer men- 

t ions a 100-inch te lescope  the  average layman does no t  suspec t  t h a t  he i s  r e f e r r -  

ing t o  the  “ape r tu re“  of  t h e  inetrument and i s  t a l k i n g  about the b igges t  t e lescope  

e v e r  COn6trUCted, An inch  of r a i n f a l l  seems an 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t  amount u n t i l  we l e a r n  that, It mews 113 tons  of water  t o  t h e  acreb 

An inch of  rain f a l l i n g  over  one sq\::aj:o m5le y i e l d s  72,320 tons of water,  

s o  it i s  with r a i n f a l l  f i gu res .  

The m o u n t  of water f a l l i n g  i n  a c i n g l e  widespread shower i s  o f t e n  prodigious.  

It can be measured with reasonable accuracy wherever rain-gauges a r c  preva len t .  

In India ,  f o r  example, where r a i n  i s  a s u b j e c t  of absorbing i n t e r e c t  and i s  mea- 

sured a t  hundreds of  p l a c e s ,  there  i s  a record  of a shower tha t  fell over an area 

Of about 10,000 square miles.  The numerous gauge readings  taken wi th in  t h i s  a r e a  

ind ica t ed  a t o t a l  f a l l  of something l i k e  7,000,000,000 t o n s  of water.  
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