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THE WORD "BAROhlECTER" 

The word "barometerq1 i s  suppoeed t o  have been introduced by t h e  Honorable 

Rebert Boyle, t h e  Engl ish p h y s i c i s t ,  i n  t h e  year  1665 as t h e  name of an 3.nstmt.- 

merit t h a t  had previous ly  been gene ra l ly  known, from t h e  name of  it,c i n v e n t o r ,  as 

T o r r i c e l l i ' s  tube". Barometers were used f o r  measuring t h e  weight o f  the  air I I  

Some years  be fo re  they  began t o  be used as a means of  p r e d i c t i n g  the  weather,  

and the  term dev i se6  by Boyle means nothing more than  "weight-measure". S O  f a r  

as etymology goes ,  i t  might have been as appropr i a t e ly  appl ied  t o  any o the r  

weighing instrument;  a p a i r  o f  s c a l e s ,  f o r  example. 

La ter  t h e  barometer came t o  be used c h i e f l y  as a weather-prcdict ing i.nStrU-. 

merit, and when c e r t a i n  o the r  ins t ruments ,  which do n o t  weigh a i r  o r  anything e l s e ,  

Were devised f o r  a similar purpose it i s  not s t r ange  t h a t  they  were o f t en  des- 

c r ibed  as "barometers".  

sal ammoniac i n  a camphor so lu t ion  and popular ly  supposed t o  be a weather-indica- 

t o r  i s  kvlown as t h e  "camphor barometer". 

Thus a g l a s s  tube conta in ing  c r y s t a l s  of s a l t p e t e r  and 

A 'Ibarometer flower" i s  an a r t i f i c i a l  

f lower  t h a t  changes c o l o r  with Change6 i n  the humidity o f  t he  atmosphere. 

We even hea r  of Ilhumaa barometers",  who a r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  coming weather  

c h a g e s ,  and "business  barometers",  which t e l l  us whether t imes a r e  good or bad 

f n  t h e  comnercial world. 

Thus do words wander from t h e i r  l i t e r a l  meanings. 
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