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The name "c loudburs tR,  comlionly appl ied  t o  an extremely heavy l o c a l  downpour of 

r a i n ,  doubt less  tends t o  keep a l i v e  the el-poneous idea  t h a t  clouds sometimes bu r s t  

a ~ ~ d  d ischarge  t h e i r  e n t i r e  contents  suddenly upon t h e  ea r th .  

old. 

ed a t  Groningen, Holland, i n  1721, i n  which t h e  au thor  records a l a r g e  number of 

This no t ion  i s  very 

It is discussed at considerable  l eng th  i n  a L a t i n  work by one Outhof, publish- 

supposed in s t ances  of t h e  phenomenon. These excessive downpours have also some- 

times been r e f e r r e d  t o  as I1waterspoutsn, and some s c i e n t i f i c  w r i t e r s  have ascr ibed  

them t o  the a c t i o n  of waterspouts o r  tornadoes i n  condensing and ca r ry ing  a l o f t  i n  

t h e i r  v o r t i c e s  g r o a t  q u a n t i t i e s  of rain, which a r e  allowed t o  f a l l  suddenly 

when the  whi r l ing  storm is  broken up o r  weakened; as, f o r  example, by s t r i k i n g  t h e  

s i d e  of a mountain. 

It i s  now gene ra l ly  be l ieved ,  however, t h a t  most c loudburs t s  ur e r e l y  v i o l e n t  + 
thundershowers. The r i s i n g  air cu r ren t s  of  a thunderstorm may be s o  s t rong  a t  times 

as t o  prevent r a i n  from f a l l i n g  and t h e i r  sudden weakening at any po in t  would per- 

m i t  a l a r g e  accumulation of water t o  f a l l  at one time. As the  up-currents i n  

many thunderstormc a r e  due t o  excestiive hea t ing  of t h e  ground, t h e i r  s lackening and 
t h e  consequent deluge of water would be e s p e c i a l l y  likely t o  occur when t h e  storm 
Passes over t h e  coo le r  su r f ace  of a mountain, and t h i s  would expla in  t h e  s p e c i a l  
frequency of  c loudburs t s  i n  mountninouc mgions .  

mountains t h a n  Over l e v e l  land bucauso t h e  f a l l i n g  a a t e r  i s  concentrated i n  va l l eys  
and gu l l eys ,  producing sudden f loods ,  which a r c  sometimes very d e s t r u c t i v e  t o  l i f e  
Wd property.  

Of  course  a heavy downpour o f  rain produces more s t r i k i n g  e f f e c t s  among 
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